A de piece of Frugality among Men 
of Quality, in keeping their Miſtreſſes | 


PRIDE and VANITY,” 


The BANE of the 
BRITISH NATION. 


Wherein is ſhewn 


The Predigality and Profuſenc of all 
| Ranks, and Conditions. 

The Tranſpoſition of the City to the 
Court, with the Tradeſmen's expenſive 
manner of Living. 

The Encreaſe of the Vine- Trade, the 


Decay of the Wealtb, and Induſtry of 


the People. 

Town and Country over - run with falſe 
Splendor. - 

Moſt of our modern _Equipage compar'd 
to the Life of Mane 

Phyſicians, and even Apothecaries under 
an abſolute Neceſſity of keeping Eęui- 
pages in ſupport of their Characters and 
Families. 

An Account of a Lady, who unhappily 
loſt her Life through the Avarice of her 
Man-Midwife's attending in a Hack- 
ney· Coach, inſtead of his oon Cha- 
riot. 


in their own Dwelling- Houſes. 
More Wines and Viands expended in the 
City of London and County of Middle- 


in the City and Suburbs of London, 
proved to eat more 20h:te Bread than 
the whole Kingdom of Scotland. 

The proud, inſolent and extravagant Hu- 
mours of Pariſp- Officers, Petty- Clerks 
in the Offices, Gent/:men's Gentlemen, 
Petty-Foggers, Led Captains and Run- 
ners, in Men of Qualities Chambers 
and Kitchens, Dancing-Moſters, Gameſe 
ters, &c. expoſed. 


The late horrible Inſtances of wilful and 


corrupt Perjurꝝ animadverted on; with 
ſome Account of Mr. , Hreathock's 

- Calves-Leatber-Club : - Together with 
a true Copy of the Highwayman's fa- 
mous Bill formerly filed in the Court 
of Exchequer, by the ſaid Freathock on 
the Part of Fobn Emerer againſt Joſeph 
Williams, two notorious Robbers, about _ 
ſettling the Property of their Plun- 
der, both afterwards executed, and 
FWreatbock committed to the Priſon of 
the Fleet. 

With diverſe other entertaining oY 
Sues; and Comical, 


ſex, than in the ſixteen United Provin- | 
ces of 3 2 1 
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PRIDE and Luxury the Bane of 


BRITAIN, Ec. 


HE prodigious Spirit of Pride, 
ES Luxury, Profuſeneſs, Vanity and 
Corruption, that hath ſhewn it 


A 0 Years paſt, (and which if not 

DS ſpeedily remedied, will inevita- 
bly put an end to the Name, Trade, and Con- 
ſtitution of the Britiſh Nation) begins now to be 


felt by every honeſt and thinking Subject: No- 
thing but Extravagance, Voluptuouſneſs and 


Idleneſs, with all their direfu] Conſequences, be- 
ing ſeen in every Corner of the Kingdom. 

am afraid» it is but too juſt an Obſervation, 
that ſcarce one Family in zen, keeps ſtrictly with- 


in the Compaſs of its Income; for befides the 


om expenſive manner of Living, the genera- 
ity of Mankind have contracted ſuch an unuſual 
Indolence, that People eagerly purſuing the 
Pleaſures and Novelties of the Times, leave their 


Eſtates and Buſineſ of all kinds, at Sixes and 


Sevens, or at beſt to the Management of a few 
heedleſs mercenary Servants, that moſtly either 
through Avarice or Negligence, betray or de- 
ceive them. N Ea. 

The Contagion, as I have ſaid, hath ſpread it 


ſelf over the whole Kingdom; the grand Con- 


troverſy among all Ranks and Degrees, being on- 


1y who ſhall Ouz-Dreſs, 8 or Eat his Neigh- 


bour. 


[2] 
bour. It is a moſt deplorable Truth, that the 
Country is in ſuch a wretched Condition and 
ſo empty already, that a true Exgliſoman cannot 
look into it without a juſt pity and concern, Is 


it not an ungrateful Spectacle to ſee ſo many no- 
ble and ancient Families Houſes mouldring into 


Ruin, and dropping down for want of Inhabi- 
tants; and then to behold the prodigious Growth 
and Encreaſe of this unwieldy City, and to ob- 


ſerve what a ſtrange multirude of People there 
is jumbled together in it? Who can reflect upon 


this, but muſt neceſſarily believe that the Head, 
in a very little rime longer, will-grow ſo much 
too big for the Body, that it muit conſequently 
tumble down at laſt and ruin the whole. This 
1s a misfortune which I am confident would well 
become the Wiſdom of this Nation (now ſo hap- 
pily in its legiſlative Capacity aſſembled) to 
revent. | | 

Notwithſtanding the vaſt Sums of Money an- 
nually rais'd for ſupporting the Poor, two Per- 
fons cannot converſe together in the Streets, but 


they are inſtantly encircled with a crew of Beg- 


$473 and a Man that hath occaſion to paſs in 
aſte, had need to hire a luſty Fellow to go be- 
fore him with a Truncheon to clear the way of 
thoſe vaſt Bodies of them that obſtruct the Paſ- 
ſengers with their Brooms, Bruſhes and Crutches, 
all invoking you in the Name of Heaven and 
Earth to relieve their real or pretended Neceſſities. 
Nor never was the City, Suburbs, and adjacent 


Villages, crouded with ſo many miſerable Ob- 
jects; ſome are Starving in Equipage and Em- 


broidery, and others in Rags and Ribbands; all 
Ranks and Conditions forgoing the Rules of 
Prudence and Frugality, have brought them- 
ſelves under the moſt ſcandalous and viſible Ex- 
tremities. 5 

. Our 


/ 


(3 1 
Our Churches and Theatres indeed never ap- 
pear'd in more Splendor and Magnificence; but 


when we reflect on that coſtly Apparel and Hands 
of rich Rings diſplayed there, and conſider the 

wretched aking Hearts, and what wwringing of 
Hands there is often in private, to think how to 


get Money to pay for them, no prudent Per- 


ſon would envy them the Glory of that falſe 
Luſtre. 


In ſhort, conſidering the preſent Poſture of 


Men and Things, the Age degenerates hoyrly, 


Honeſty and Virtue are almoſt dwindled to 


nothing: Roguery, Folly and Vice are conſtant- 


Iy encreaſing and growing more publick and in- 
ant. --- | : 

Yowll ſee ſome pretending Piety to promote 
their own Ambition and Intereſt ; others extol- 
ling Charity and Union purely to advance Divi- 
ſion and Revenge, and the generality crying 
out and exclaiming for the-good of the Publick, 
that under that Veil they may conceal their 
treacherous and baſe Ends, and have a larger 


Opportunity to propagate their own Advantage 


and Deſigns: And theſe, together with innume- 


rable Multitudes of Rogues, Whores, Pimps, 


Bawds, Projeftors, Governours, Directors and 
polemick Writers, make up the grand part of the 
Converſation of theſe bleſſed Times. 
The Proceedings on the Commiſſions of Oyer 
Terminer in Town and Country, exhibit to us 
ſuch ſhocking Scenes of Villany, as was never 


«known or read of in all the Hiſtories of Britain 


the Murders, Parricides, wilful Burnings, Sacris 
leges, Thefts, Plunderings, Perjuries, Forgeries, 
Inceſts, Whoredoms, Cheats, and Impaſtures of 
various kinds, with Crimes altogether new, want- 
ing Names, ſuch as never before enter'd into the 


Heart of Man to commit, or theLaws of God to 


B 2 puniſh, 


* 
n 


n 
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puniſh, that begging his infernal Higbneſ's Par- 
don, for lugging him in with the Laureat, it 
may with great Truth and Propriety be ſaid in 


theſe Days, the Devil hath out-done his uſual 


Out- doings. 
It may be thought a little ungenerous to re- 


flect on our Anceſtors of Hempen Memory; ne- 


vertheleſs, I cannot help thinking them a parcel 
of dull Rogues, for tranſmitting their empty 
Skulls, to adorn only the Shops of Surgeons and 
Apothecaries; whereas had they manag'd with the 
dexterity and addreſs of their Succefſors, | they 
might have rais'd Palaces, Monuments, and * 
itals. 
: This is an Age of Gallantry and Gaiety, and 
never was the City tranſpos'd to the Court as it 
is now; the Mall, Play bouſes aad Maſquerades, 
are fill'd with Citizens and young Tradeſmen, 
inſtead of Gentlemen and Families of Diſtinction. 
Citizens whoſe, Anceſtors would have fainted at 
the ſight of a Drawing- Room, now grace the 
Circle; nor will the City ſuffer Cuckoldom with 
the Tamenels as formerly, but make reprizals at 
St. James's, and St. George's Hangver-Square, 
&c. with a vengeance: The Shopkeepers wear a 
different Garb now, and are ſeen with their 
long Wiggs and Swords, Velvet Breeches and 
Hunting Caps, rather than with their own Hair, 
Bands and Aprons, as was formerly the Figure 
they made. 
When one paſs'd through the principal Streets 


of the City, the Cuſtom was to ſee Carts and 


Porters lading and unlading Goods and Mer- 
chandizes at the Citizens Doors; but now you 
ſee Chaiſes and Phaetons, 3 Horns and 


Saddle-Horſes, with ſuch a Trade of Booting 
and Spurring as was neyer before known in 


| London. 


Nothing 
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pay every one his own, and keep the Wolf from 


C33 
Nothing of the preſent Pride and Vanity or 
but very little of it was ſeen in former Times, 
the Baits which are every where laid for the Cor- 
ruption of Youth, and for the ruin of their For- 


tunes, were never ſo many and miſchievous as 


they now are. - : | 
The Oeconomy and. Induſtry of the mecha- 
nick Part of Mankind, hath of late Years been 


greatly .impair*d through the vaſt Encreaſe of 


Vintners, Coopers, Wine-Merchants, Diſtillers 
and Tobacconiſts, &c. Theſe being the imme- 
diate Miniſters to a Million of Vices and bad 
Habits. You are told of a Hare to be eat at one 
Place, and a Haunch at another; a Lodge of 
Maſons to be held, or a Wager to be ſpent ar 
this Tavern; while ſome Tom Fool's in the 


Chair, at the t'other: on the one ſide of the way, 


a ſet of hearty Cocks are engag'd to meet, chat, 
laugh and be merry ; and on the other, a few 
Neighbours are for killing half a dozen Hours 
with a ſerious Game at Mise. Next, a new Punch 


Coffee-Honſe is open'd, the Maſter as honeſt a 


Mortal as ever ſqueez*d a Lemon, and it will be 
a good-natur*d thing to raiſe a Poſſe and fix an 
Hour to paſs an Evening with him; Circular 
Letters are running about, when this Vintner 
pays his Merchant, and that Victualler his Brew- 
er, requiring the perſonal Attendance of ſuch of 
their Cuſtomers as love a hearty Soke, to ſuck 
the Dealers out of as large a ſhare of their 
Profits as poſſible. One Tradeſman is pulling 
another by the Sleeve from his Buſineſs, to 
aſſiſt him in the receiving a Bill at a publick 
Houſe, by ſwelling up a Reckoning to oblige 
my Landlord; a Publican is making terrible 
Complaints of the badneſs of his Beer and Bran- 
dy, as the moſt wretched Liquors that ever were 
impos'd on an honeſt Man, who endeavours to 


the 
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the Door ; only to put his Brewer and Brandy- 
Man upon the Neceſſity of forming a Party of 


their Friends, to come and help off with them ; 


then they are as good a Commodity as ever were 


put into a poor Man's Cellar, But the moſt 
dangerous Enemy to an induſtrious Neighbour- 


hood, is a ſorry idle Mechanick, who fings 
what they call a good Song, and is at the beck of 
ev'ry Block head to make a Benefit to a drinking 
Brothel: This is a meer Loadſtone to Lavi/hne/s 


and Drunkenneſs; and when the poor Devil has 


ran in Debt all round the Pariſh, and drank and 
pipe'd himſelf to Death, his Admirers put down 


their Half-Crowns a- piece to put him into a Cof- 
fin, as a reward of his Lyrick Labours. In ſhort, 


there are in this Town ſo many Avocations from 
Buſineſs to Gluttony and Lazineſs, as if the 
chief concern of Life among middling or ordi- 


nary People, was only to meet, eat, drink, and 
ſmoak Tobacco. 


Nor can a Perſon put his Head into a Ta- 
vern, to enquire for an Acquaintance, but 
the People of the Houſe, tho' they know the 
Party to be dead, or gone to Jamaica, will tell 


vou they expect him every Moment, and wonder 


that you did not meet him going out at the Door. 
A Man who can afford only to keep the 
Commandments, muſt not pretend to ſtand in 
competition with him who keeps his Coach and 
Concubine ; we ſee with what eagerneſs the 


Cuſhion is handed out on the Bench to the latter, 


and what venerable Salutes are paid him from the 
Pulpit; the Laity as well as all Orders and Degrees 
of the Clergy reverence and adore the golden 


Calf; though I could never learn that our Sa- 


viour ever once appear'd with any other Equi- 


page than an 4/5, or that any of his Apoſtles 


were Maſters of a Diamond Ring ; no, not even 
a 


12 


a Snuff-Box, or a ſingle piece of Lace or Em- 


+ broidery. 


Our Phyſicians and Surgeons have indeed, of 
late Years, found an Eguipage to be the moſt eſ- 


ſential part of their Practice; for the one may 


as well pretend to viſit a Patient without his 
Skill as his Coach; and the other's [nſtraments 
and Plaiſters would be eſteemed of as little ſigni- 
fication, unleſs accompanied with his Equipage. 
How many Citizens Wives enjoy as high Health 
as his Majeſty's two Troops of Grenadier-Guards, 
(God be praiſed for it) that upon the blowing of 
every eaſterly Wind, cannot forbear calling in 


the Aid of the Faculty at a very great Expence 


to their Families, meerly to gratify the Vanity 
of having a Chariot wait two or three times a 


Week at their Doors? But this is one of the mo- 


diſh Methods of doing Credit to a Husband, 

What an Out-cry had we laſt Summer at 
Hampſtead, of a Lady who loſt her Life in Child- 
Bed ; all the Women calling it the moſt barba- 
rous and inhuman Murder that ever was com- 
mitted ; becauſe the Man-midwife who had the 


care of her, unhappily attended, it ſeems, once or 


twice in a Hackney-Coach inſtead of his own 
Chariot! N £4 
Nor is there a Wife of the meaneſt Tradeſman 


within the Bills of Mortality, whoſe Husband 


pays Scot and Lot, but what would be com- 
plain'd of as the moſt cruel Monſter living, and 


thought worſe than an Infidel, fhould the honeſt 


Man propoſe to her a Phyſician, who practis'd 
upon his Pedeſtals. 6 
Even an Apothecary that pretends to ſtand up- 


on his own Bottoms, in this Age of Equipage, 


ſtands but upon a tickliſn kind of Foundation, 
and makes but a very lender Figure in his Bu- 


ſineſs. Tis for this reaſon I preſume that theſe 


Gentlemen 
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kind of Vebicle, under an Eſcort of a few 
Horſemen, | 


. : 
* 42 
1 
-, "OI 4 
7 ®, 7 q * 
+ "7 2. 
r 
a — 


131 


Centlemen have of late taken ſo much to the 
Wheel; ſome of whom have wheePd themſelves in- 
to plentiful Fortunes, and ſo may be ſaid to have 


wwheePd about to the Right. As half a ſcore of 


them have the Reputation of boneſt Fellows, ac- 
cording to the preſent Standard of that Commo- 
dity ; 1 hope none will envy their Succeſs, but 


thoſe of their own Profeſſion. | 


When we ſee a Perſon not publickly known 


(which happens to be the Misfortune of a great 


many Gentlemen of the Lancet and Vial) clamber 
into a Chariot, haſping the Door after himſelf 
like a Miſer, when he enters his Cloſet, the voice 


of the Populace is preſently apt to pronounce 


him a Surgeon, or an Apothecary. Who can belp 


natural Habits © 4 


Mr. B- -t informs us of a HVoiture he once 


compiled for a Gentleman of the Faculty, who 


was near a Twelve-month in breaking himſelf 
for the uſe of it; all the Arguments of his Re- 


lations and Friends, not being able to pre- 
vail on him to give himſelf Induction into his 


own Lay-Benefice. A notable Inſtance of an In- 
vincible Modeſty in a Phyſician! 

Many of our modern Equipages may well e- 
nough be compar'd to the Life of Man, for they 


have but a ſhort time to live; they come up and are 


cut down like a flower, flee as it were a ſhadow, 


and never continue in one ſtay, 


A Perſon converſant with Characters and the 


Streets of London, may at any Hour in the Day, 


caſt his Eye upon ſome one Face or other, 
which, had the juſt and well known Laws of 
this Kingdom taken their due and natural 


_ Courſe, inſtead of flying about the Town in a 


gilt Chariot attended by a cluſter of Footmen, 
might have rode very gently out of it in another 


In 


x OY 7 
. We v B * 
8 —— — es". 4 
6 Rs 1 8 ee 
as 2 9 5 


ä 
8 s I gee 


4 


1 
In ſhort, good Huſbandry and Frugality are 
quite out of Faſhion, and he that goes about to 
ſet up for the Practice of it, muſt mortify every 
thing about him that has the leaſt tincture of Fru- 


gality; *tis the mode to live high, to ſpend more 


than we get, to neglect Trade, contemn Care 
and Concern, and go on without Forecaſt or 
without Conſideration; and in conſequence *ris 
the mode to go on to Extremity, to break, be- 
come Bankrupts and Beggars. 

Indeed there is one piece of Frugality which 
our Men of Quality ſeem very fond of, and are 
running into apace, and that is keeping their 
Miſtreſjes at their own dwelling Houſes, inſtead 
of expenſive Lodgings, as was formerly the Cuſ- 
tom in England,; for now when a Man of Figure 
and Fortune can procure himſelf an unpolluted 
Pullet, t he Damſel is inſtantly put on the footing 


of a Domeſtick at Bed and Board, Wages and 


Warning, and is lookt upon as a uſeful and ne- 
ceſſary piece of Furniture, and prevents number- 
leſs Inconveniencies; for a Madam may be 
brought under the Eye and Management of a 
Mother, or Siſter ; nay, even of a Wife, and 


perhaps prove no diſagreeable Companion, 


when the Thing is conſidered as an Expedient 


for retrenching the Expences of a Family. 


Thar all Things are dearer than formerly to 


a Houſe-Keeper, needs little Demonſtration ; the 


Taxes neceſſarily infer it from the Weight of 
them, and the Number of the Things charged. 
We find all Articles of foreign Importation are 
encreas'd in'value to the Conſumer by the high 
Duties laid on them: And yet that which is moſt 
obſervable is, that ſuch 1s the expenſive Hu- 
mour of the Times, that not a Family, no hardly 
of the meaneſt Tradeſmen, but treat their Friends 
with ige and Punch and other Exotick Liquors. 

EE Their 


[ 10 ] 
Their Tables are alſo advanc'd in their Proportion 
of Expence to other Things; they are now the 
_ Emblems, not of Plenty, but Luxury, not of 
good Houſe-keeping, but Profuſion, and that of 
the higheſt kind of Extravagancies; inſomuch, 


that it is the Opinion of the ingenious Mr. Piper, 


who is well known to have been not a Traveller 
only, but a nice Obſerver of ſuch Things abroad, 
that there 1s at this time more waſte of Wines, 


ſpirituous Liquors, and Proviſions of all Kinds, 


within the City of London, and County of Mid- 


dleſex, than in the whole ſeventeen United Pro- 


vinces of Holland; and that England conſumes 
for their whole Subſiſtance, more Fleſh than half 
Europe beſides ; and that the Beggars within the 
Walls of the City of London, eat more white 
Bread than the whole Kingdom of Scotland. 


I am credibly inform'd, that it has been lately 
found by Computation of the Number of Ser- 
vants kept by all ſorts of People, Tradeſmen as 
well as others, that there are in London and Weſt- 


minſter, and the Towns within ten Miles round, 
take every way, above an hundred Thouſand more 
Maid-Servants and Footmen at this time, in place, 
than uſed to be in the ſame compaſs of Ground a- 
bout thirty Years ago; and that their Wages a- 
mounted to above 40 5. a head per Annum. more 
than the Wages of the like Number of Servants 
did amount to at the ſame Length of time paſt ; 
the Advance to the whole Body, amounting to 
no lets than iwo hundred thouſand Pounds a Year. 
Some will have it, that this expenſive Way of 


Living began among the Tradeſmen firſt, and 


that their eager reſolved Purſuit of that empty 


and meaneſt kind of Pride call'd Imitation, viz. 


to look like the Gentry, and appear above them- 
ſelves, drew them into it, ET 


It 


(1) 

It has indeed been a fatal Cuſtom, but it has 
been too long a City Vanity; if Men of Quality 
liv'd like themſelves, Men of no Quality would 
ſtrive to live not like themſelves : If thoſe had 
Plenty, theſe would have Profuſion; if thoſe 


had enough, theſe would have Exceſs 3 if thoſe 


had what was good, theſe would have what was 
rare and exotick ; I mean as to Seaſon, and con- 
ſequently dear. And this is one of the Ways, 
that has worn out 10 many middling Families be- 


fore their Time. ; 
The Tradeſmen endeavour to vie with their 
Superiours in many other reſpects; you have 


your Anna Maria's, Charlotte's and Harit's, 
in the Family of almoſt every Farrier and Shoe- 
maker ; Names given heretofore only to the 


Daughters of the Nobility and Quality: And in 


the dirty Lanes, Courts and Alieys of the Town, 
the Heirs Apparent to Herb- Stalls and Dairy-Cel- 
lars, are calling out on their Pappa's and 
Mamma's; Terms only uſed in Families of 
Faſhion, and indeed deviſed by none but French 
Fools and JUtalian Fiddlers, to gratify the 
deviliſh Pride of Women. I was the other day 


in a Tavern, where a young Lady in a Silk-Coat 


and Holland-Frock, came to enquire at the 
Bar, whether her Pa, Mr. Burthen the. Porter 
was not there in Company of Mr. Pace the 
Penny- Poſtman, and other Gentlemen, People 
make themſelves ridiculous when they appear in 


Moſque, and act a Part to make Sport; when 


they ſtrive to ſeem what they really are not, and 
to think themſelves beſt dreſt when they are leaſt 
known: But 'tis a plain viſible Scene of honeſt 
Life, ſhewn beſt in its native Appearance with- 
out Diſguiſe; ſupported by Prudence and Fru- 
gality 3 and like ſtrong ſtiff clay Land, grows 
C 2 85 fruitful 
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fruitful only by good Huſbandry, Culture and 


Manuring. | 
But what Reflections may be made on this 
Head, the World has long ſince decided the Mat- 
ter; handſome Apparel is a main Point, fine 
Feathers make fine Birds, and People where they 
are not known, are generally honour'd according 
to their Clothes, and other Accoutrements they 


have about them; from the Richneſs of them we 
judge of their Mealtb, and by their ordering them 


we gueſs at their Underſtanding. It is this which 
encourages every body, who is conſcious of his 
Iittle Merit, if he is any ways able to wear 
Clothes above his Rank ; eſpecially, in large and 
populous Cities, where obſcure Men may hour- 
ly meet with fifty Strangers to one Acquain— 
tance, and conſequently have the Pleaſure of be- 
ing eſteem'd by a vaſt Majority, not as what 
they are, but what they appear to be; which is 
a greater Temptation, than moſt People want, 
to be vain, The Almighty, they ſay, has en- 
dow'd us with the Dominion over all Things, 
| which the Earth or Sea produce or contain; there 
is nothing to be found in either, but what was 
made for the uſe of Man; and his Skill and In- 
duſtry above other Animals were given him, 
that he might render both them and every thing 
_ elſe within the reach of his Senſes, more ſervice- 
able to him. Upon this conſideration, they 
think it impious to imagine that Humility, 
Temperance and other Virtues, ſhould debar 
People from the Enjoyment of thoſe Comforts' 
of Life, which are not denied to the moſt Hea- 
theniſh Nations; and ſo conclude that without 
Pride or Luxury, the ſame Things might be 
eat, wore and conſum'd. | | 
As to wearing Apparel in particular, ſome 
will indeed tell you, that Pride which eee 
muc 
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much nearer to us than our Clothes, is only 
lodg'd in the Heart, and that Rags and the plain 


Garb of 2yakcriſm, often conceal a greater Por- 
tion of it, than the moſt pompous Attire; hence 
it is very probable, that filver and gold Bro- 
cades, Jewels, and the richeſt Embroideries, 


may, without a thought of Pride, be wore by 


many, whoſe Quality and Fortune are ſuitable 
to then, | 
It is not at all uncommon in this Town, to 


ſee Families «make a moſt flaming Appearance 


in Publick, throwing their haughty Looks upon 


all, whom they think inferiour to them, that were 


one to ſee them truly within Doors, ſhould find 
oftentimes reſolv'd into Committees of the whole 
Houſe, on Ways and Means to diſcharge a But- 
cher or Poulterer's Bill, or raiſe a Supply to fur- 


niſh a new Suit, or an Opera Ticket. 


I have been credibly inform'd, that in one of 
the great Companies, a certain young Gentleman 
holds a Clerk/hip, who having for many Years 


given chace to Fortune, at length luckily happened 


to be in at the Death of a near Relation, by whoſe 


| bequeſt he became poſſeſt af a very rich Diamond- 


Ring. To qualify himſelf for the full and per- 


fect Enjoyment of ſo great a Bling, the firſt 


Thing he did, was to renounce all manner of 
Acquaintance and Knowledge of the leffer 
Clerks in the Office ; nay, his Glove and He were 
no longer Hand and Glove with one another, for 
he had now taken leave of Kid and Lamb's Lea- 
ther; and tho? an unuſual Familiarity was ob- 
ſerv'd between his Fingers and his Forebead, his 
Converſation lay chiefly with People of the Bril- 
liant: He bore a mortal Averſion to the Dutch, 
for the Habit of pocketting up their Hands, in a 
Land of ſo much Liberty. He was indeed a 
great frequenter of Places of religious Worſhip, 


but 
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but then he would no more turn his Eyes to a 


Prayer-Book, than a young Wench of Quality 
on her Wedding Night would do to a Page 


of Taylor's boly Living and Dying. At length 
it plcas'd God to puniſh this young Man's Pride 


and Vanity, by inflifting ſuch an 7tching on his 
Noſe and Forehead, that I defy Mr. Ward, with 
all the Power of his Pill and Drop, to divert the 
Humour. ; 
The Stupidity of our City S2rjeants at Mace, 
their Zeomen, and common Sheriffs Officers, is ve- 
ry remarkable: A People who, above the reſt of 
Mankind, ſhould moſt carefully avoid all man- 
ner of Diſtinctions in Dreſs. The large gold lac'd 
Hat ; the Coat cape'd with Velvet, the Silver 
claſp'd Buttons, and Tyburn Natural-Wig worn 
in honour to Mild's Memory, renders their Pro- 
feſſion as viſible as a Scotch Poet's, by his meagre 
Aſpect, a Few by his black goggle Eyes, or a 
Linnen-Draper by his ſtiff Joints and long Turn- 
over. Though Heaven in its peculiar Regard 


to Mankind, hath ſet ſo particular a Mark on 


the Phy ſiognomy of this Part of the Creation, that 


a Defendant may readily perceive a Myit on an 


Officer*s Countenance, and if an Inſolvent falls into 
his Clutches, it is his own fault, by ſinning a- 


gainſt the Light with his Eyes open, and flight- 
ing the kind Warnings given by Providence, 


Some of our Retailers of the Law, judging 
themſelves Men of ſuch vaſt Eminence in the Pro. 
feſſion, becauſe their Chambers are on the Le- 
vel with the Rookery in the Temple, cannot ap- 

r before a Court without a Pair of Velvet 
Breeches, a filver-hilted Sword, big enough for 
a Clerk in the Long- Room, with a Gold or 
Sitver Trimming on their Clothes, &c. So 
when they have pickt up ſome poor credu- 


lous Tradeſmen, to equip them after this manner, 


they generally run about from one Tavern and 


Coffee- 


* 


1 
CoFee-Houſe to another, to exhibit themſelves to 
view, that they expend more Money than would 
pay the Trades-People for their Work and Mate- 
rials: This I take to be the chief Reaſon, that 
even in the height of a Term, we ſee ſo many 
of theſe poor Devils out at Elbows. 

_ *Tis pleaſant enough, when the Citizens Wives 
are waddling throug the principal Streets on their 
Afternoons Vifits, to catch them now and then 
fumbling about their Petticoats, to bring forth 
their fine Watches to the view of the Publick ; 
*tis by this, that many a dexirous Fellow often 
gets a Month's comfortable Subſiſtence for him- 
ſelf, and Whore ; and then forſooth a News-Pa- 
per muft proclaim the Name and Habitation of 
a Shopkeeper, who was Fool enough to ſpare 
twenty or thirty Pieces out of Trade, for a need- 
leſs Bauble, to indulge the Vanity of a Woman, 
who had not Senſe enough to keep it out of the 
Hands of a Robber. 

You cannot mention the Hour of the Day in a 
Coffee- Room, but a Coxcomb, who perhaps 
has made himſelf Maſter of a ſecond-hand Gold- 
Watch, out of a Pawn-broker's Shop, for about 
half a ſcore Pieces, fixes his right Hand to his 
Fob, as readily as a Grenadier doth to his Fire- 
lock at the Word of Command, to oblige you. You 
have abundance of theſe civil obliging ſort of 
Gentlemen, in almoſt every Coffee-Houſe of the 
Town; nor can you tickle the Soul of a Gen- 
tleman's Coachman or Footman, more than by 
ſhewing any concern about the Time's paſſing, be- 
cauſe the Fellow inſtantly lugs out upon you a 
large filver Watch, containing a greater quanti- 
ty of Plate than his Anceſtors, perhaps, for ſe- 
ven Generations were ever in the poſſeſſion of at 
one Time. | | 0 
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All our petty Clerks in Offices, Noblemen's 
Butlers, Valets and Grooms of Chambers, are be- 
come ſuch fine Gentlemen, that there is not one in 
eight without his Gold-I/atch and Yelvet-Breeches, 
&c. To ſupport which intolerable Pride and Ex- 
travagance, there's hardly a publick Office but 
what hath been robb'd, and the great F amilics 
vaſtly injured by them. 

Can there be a more provoking Sight in the 
Streets of a rich trading City, than for 2 little 
Quill-puſhing Fellow, with a Salary of fifty 


Pounds a Year, a laced Hat, a yard of Steel at 


his A--e, and perhaps a Cl--p1 into the bargain, to 
rake theWall of an eminent Merchant? Or for a 
Dancing-Maſter with about 35. 6d. in his Pocket, 
to run foul of a Maſter of a Ship of 4 or 500 
Ton Burthen, and perhaps drive him next to 


the Channel ? 


But the pleaſanteſt Sight is, when two inſigni- 


ficant Beaus are contending for Precedency in 
one of the principal Streets of London, an honeſt 
Porter ſhall drive both their Heads together with 
his heavy Burthen, and put an end to the Diſpute. 


There is ſuch a charming Sound in the 


Words, Mr. Alderman, Mr. Deputy, Your Wor- 
ſhip, Mr. Chairman, or any others which 


give Sway and Superiority, that it affords an in- 


finite Pleaſure to rule over any Thing, becauſe 
of the ſatisfaction in Ordering and Directing. 
How happy muſt that Man be, who leads and 
bath the legiſlative Power of a whole Ward 
veſted in his own Hands ? Ir muſt be delightful 
to govern a Company of miſerable Wretches, 
mew'd up in a Pariſh Workhouſe, but much 
more raviſhing to govern the Governour of it 
himſelf, To fit at the upper End of a Tavern- 
Table with a longer Pipe than the reſt of the 
Company; is not an uncomfortable Thing, 

for 


CIR - 

for there is a Charm even in a Chair, and a ſenſi- 
uic Lieaicre to reſide, , tho? it he only over a 
Club of Porters and Perriwig-Makers, How 
many Maſters of Companies, Wardens and 
Members of Courts of Aſſiſtants, have choſe to 
loſe their Lives, rather than loſe the Pleaſure 
of hobbling at the Head of their Brethren, 
through the cold hazy Streets of London on a 
Lord- Mayor's- Day, when their Ages and Infirmi- 
ties viſibly requir'd their Attendance in other 
Places? h 

It is aſtoniſhing, that in a great trading City, 
where Labour, Induſtry and Frugality, ſhould 
be the only prevailing Motives or Conſiderations, 
ſuch an inſatiable Thirſt after Power and Domi- 
nion ſhould ſo generally appear, that even a 


Conteſt about half a dozen Common-Council © 


Men, hath e'er now been carried up to ſuch a 
Pitch of Animoſity and Enmity, that the City 
hath even turn'd its Eyes towards her Train'd 
Bands. It is but a few Years fince the Election 
of a Church-Warden for the Town of Greenwich 
had like to have embroiPd the Kingdom in a civil 
War; but that a timely Stop was put to the 
growing Miſchief, by the Wiſdom of the Go- 
vernment. 
The great Feſtival of Eaſter, is the uſual time 
for ſelecting from the Publick, Perſons eligible to 
diſcharge parochial Duties. *Tis obfervable 
that as theſe are generally a Claſs, ſomething in- 
ferior to the middling Rank of Mankind, ſo no- 
thing is more common among them, than Heart- 
Burnings, Railings, and Uneaſineſs. As ſome are 
ſaddled with undue and troubleſome Offices, and 
others not duly promoted according to their Me- 
rit or Seniority. Then are the moſt ridiculous 
ProceJſions made between the Churches and Ta- 
vern; every Pariſh is in E uproar with the Par- 


en 
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en at the Head of it, and the very Children are 


ſet together by the ears, breaking one another's 
Heads, for the Sport and Diverſion of the more 
ſagacious Heads of the Pariſh: The Barons and 
biet that are now laid waſte and deſolate, the 
Poulterers Shops that are depopulated, together 
with the vaſt Quantities of Port Wines (that had 
their Births and Education in the Cellars of Lon- 
don and Weſtminſter,) that paſs the Thorax at 
theſe Solemnities, are incredible. 'Then you'll 
perceive a total abſtaining from Buſineſs for a 
Month together, as if the Trade and Tranquil- 
lity of the Kingdom depended entirely on the 
choice of a few Church- Wardens. 
Nor is this Temper leſs prevalent in the "FR 

berty. of Meſtminſter; here the Burgeſs ſighs, be- 

cauſe the-Fuftice of Peace hath a larger ſhare of 
Authority than himſelf ; and the Juſtice bewails 
his fate, in not having a Fortune equal to the 
Burgeſs. A Church-Warden ſhews a great con- 
cern for a Company in the Train'd Bands; while 
the Overſeer comforts himſelf with the Hopes of 
being one Day Church-Warden ; one is ready to 
break his Heart, becauſe his Neighbour collects 
the Land-Tax, and another complains of the 
Villany of the Vefiry, becauſe he is not a Mem- 
ber of jt, 

It has been remark' q, that in England the 

Poor's Rate is generally gather'd with as much 


Pride and Loftineſs, as the Treaſure of Spain is 


from the Mines of Mexico ; it being no uncom- 
mon Thing to ſee a couple of Fellows, who have 
left their Linnen or Leathern Aprons behind them, 
ſtrutting about from Street to Street, bearing the 
Pariſo- Boobs with as much State and Solemnity, 
as tho' they had got the Regalia between 'em. 
Nor will Mr, Over/eer vouchſafe to move his 
Hat, or beſtow any other than a ſurly denying 
Countenance 


\ 
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Countenance on an induſtrious Inhabitant, whoſe 
Circumſtances have not rendred him hable to this 
elevated Station. 

Every Judge hath his Sociale, to adviſe with 


on certain — ſo hath Mr. Church- Warden 


his Sideſman, to conſult and deliberate together 
on the important Affairs of the Pariſh. Though, 
to ſpeak the Truth of Pariſh Miſdom, it never 
appears more e and ſhines with great- 

en ſome obſcure inſolent Up- 
ſtart, who was taken from off a Lay-Stall, 1s 


with one Voice call'd to the Office of Scavenger; 
becauſe it is a ſort of Sentence on him, o return 


to the place from whence be came; beſides, it is 
doing a piece of common Juſtice, in giving the 
Dunghill its due. 

4 Conſtable's Staff yieldeth vaſt Delight and 


Satisfaction; fo deſirous is every honeſt Man of 


ſome ſmall} Share in the executive Part of the 
Laws of his dear Country. It is a peculiar Hap- 


pineſs to the Publick, as well as to themſelves, 


that theſe Officers are ſeldom acquainted with 


the real Extent of that Power, the Law hath put 


into their Hands; for it is not every Man who 
can draw a Mug of three Threads, or heat an 
Oven, that is endued with a Capacity ſufficient 


to read a Warrant, any more than the F---ce is 


that granted it. 

An ingenious Printer in hs City, having 
lately paſs'd this Office, *tis to be hoped, the 
Publick will ſoon be oblig'd with ſome Treat:/e 
on the Laws and Manners of his Majeſty's loving 
Subjefts at Midnight, together with a Collection of 
Caſes adjudg*d by the Conſtables of the Night, 


in the 8 Watch-Houſes and Round-Houſes 


of this Metropolis, 
PRI Dr is that natural Faculty, by which every 


Mortal that has any Underſtanding, overvalues, 
D 2 and 


—— 
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and imagines better Things of himſelf, than any 


impartia! Judge, thoroughly acquainted with all 


his Qualities and Circumſtances, could allow 


him. What is very peculiar to this Faculty of ours, 
is, that thoſe who are the fulleſt of it, are the 
leaſt willing to connive at it in others, and none 
are fo much offended at their Neighbour's Pride, 
as the proudeſt of all; and, if any one can par- 
don it, it is the moſt Humble. From which it may 
be juſtly inferr*d, that its being odious to all the 
World, is a certain Sign that all the World is 
troub''d with it. This, all Men of Senſe are 
ready to confeſs, and no body denies, but he has 
Pride in general. But if you come to particulars, 
you will meet with few, that will own any Ac- 
tion you can name of theirs, to have proceeded 
from that Principle. 

Tis an eaſy thing to triumph over the Under- 


ſtanding of a few weak People, tho? very cruel. 


for an inſignificant Creature, furniſh*d only with 
a large train of Tongue-Artillery, to diſcharge 
it on his Company, and ſhine away over his 


Bottle with a Verboſity, as aſtoniſhing as irk- 


ſome to all, who have the Misfortune to be with- 
in Far-ſhot of him. 

Nor is it Chriſtian-like in a Country, famed 
for Charity and Generoſity as this is, to ſee a poor 
Man wallow in his own Wit, and no body offer 


to help him out of it; but this is in ſome meaſure. 
made up to the Suferer, by the ſecret Satisfac- 


tion he feels, in being bleſs'd with ſo large a 
ſhare of good Senſe, and uncommon Underſtanding, 
that his Audience growing greedy of his fine Elo- 


cution, purloin the very * dom, as it diſtils from 


his Mouth. 

The happy Man, who, endued with this Ta- 
lent, hath attained the Art of pleaſing in Con- 
werfation, and talks in a manner, which denotes 


that 
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that he chooſes rather to be admired than under- 
ſtood, muſt endeavour to make himſelf a perfect 
Maſter of the Mythology of the Moderns; he is 


to poſſeſs himſelf of a ſuperficial Notion of every 


thing; always taking care to play upon the 
Surface of an Argument, and prudently avoid be- 
ing drawn into Depth and Particulars; a ſmat- 
rering of Poetry, with a Stock of Latin ſuffi- 
cient for a Country Curate, together with a good 
round of Obſcenity and Ribaldry, will not be a- 
miſs: He need not indeed trouble himſelf much 
about Divinity or Religion, there being at pre- 
ſent no great Call in Converſation for either. But 
if he can touch upon the Balance of Power , Bank- 


Contract, and the Buſineſs of the O!d-Baily,and ſo 


harangue his Hearers from the Crafi/man down 
to the Hangman, he's a Brilliant; his Company 
inſtantly cry, Sir your Health, and he in return, 
Gentlemen all your Healibs: for this, by the Cur- 
teſy of a Coffee-Houſe, is call'd univerſal Know- 
ledpe. + | 

He has now nothing to do, but to run from 
Club to Club, and from one piece 22 to 
another; the chief Buſineſs of his Life being, the 
Moment he comes into Company, to ſet his 
Tongue to a Topick, and talk away; and hav- 


ing given his Jaws a hard Journey of two or 


three Hours, to be rewarded with the Reputation 
of a deep Man, a clever Fellow. 

This Claſs of deep Men and clever Fellows, aye, 
and very clever Fellows too, is generally compos'd 
of, ſome promiſing Genius's who have juſt finiſh*d 
their Travels behind the Counter, and others newly 
launch'd into the Publick, from the more polite 


Profeſſions of Surgery, Painting, Phyfick and the 


Law ; together with ruin'd Rakes and broken 
Traders, and divers other illuminated Minds, 
to whom Nature hath been ſo exceedingly _— 
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of her Gift and Favours: Likewiſe, Under-Clerks 


in the publick Offices, whoſe Knowledge and Hu- 


manity have been of ſo high and extenſive a na- 
ture, that they, good young Men, often mourn in 
ſecret the Weakneſs of their Superiors, and the 
more wretched Condition of their Country, i in that 
themſelves have no higher Hands in the Admi- 
niſtration of the Affairs of it. 


A Set of Execrations on the Army Syſtem, is 2 


ſufficient Fund for Conyerſation, towards //hite- 
hall and Covent-Garden; an Officer with a P- x 
upon him, redder than his Coat, having been 
found no wunſound Reaſoner ; therefore, why 
thould a Philoſopher expect to find Mercy from 
the Hands of a Quarter- Maſter, when a very 
great Crilick has been cut down by a Cor net; and 
a Poet hard puſb'd in an Argument with a Perſon, 
who hath had the Command of a Troop or Com- 
pany, tho a very flender Authority over Words 
and Letiers? 

I come now to treat of a moſt dangerous and 
miſchievous Creature called a Led-Captain, a 
Spunger, or Ilanger- on, with which moſt of the 
great Families are peſter'd: they have little to 
recommend them, unleſs it be a few Drunken- 
Feſts, or Scraps of Poetry, or perhaps ſome 
broken Characters of Men and Things, with a 


little of the Intrigues and Humours of the Times; 
and by virtue of theſe Qualifications, they fancy 


themſelves Companions fit for the greateſt Noble- 
man in the Kingdom, and will be ſure upon the 
fmalleſt Invitation to croud themſelves upon him, 
if they meet with any Encouragement ; and *tis 
ren to one but by degrees grow familiar, and af- 


ter that impudent, and at laſt intolerable. 
In one Point, indeed, they're perfect Philoſo- 


Phers, as carrying all chey have along with them, 
and truly that's little enough too; their Furni- 
ture 
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ture in general is ſo wretched and ſcanda- 


lous, that you may ſoon learn them by their 


: Garb, viz. a Cockade, an old Open-laced Hat, a 


Toupee, and a Monmouth-Street taudry Waiſt- 
coat. A bawdy Song or two, a few drunken 
Healths, and about a dozen or two of Puns and 


Nuibbles ſet em up; and with theſe, they'll be 
perpetually grating and dinning your Ears, till 


they have worn them as Thred-bare as their 
Coats; and after all, muſt be forc'd to be 
laugh'd or kick'd out of em, before they will 
quit them too. 

As for Money, they never have any, nor 


never pretend to any, unleſs it be now and then 


Half a Crown, borrow'd of the Valet or Footman, 
or the F ragments of a Tavern Reckoning, which 
they pinch from the Drawer, to heel-piece 
a Pair of Shoes, or recruit the Snuff. Box. 

In ſhort, theſe are Droxes in the ſtricteſt Senſe 
and Definition, and if you once ſuffer em to 
crawl into your Hive (to keep up to the Nature 
of the Inſect) they'll be ſure to beſmear, and di- 
ſturb your Cell, devour your Honey, and in 
all reſpects as burthenſome and pernicious to Ser- 


vants, and Trades-People, as well as to the Fa- 


milies they can faſten themſelves upon, as 
Drones and Waſps are to Bzes. 
This Town ſwarms with this ſort of Gentry ; 


and a Man of Quality or Fortune cannot ſer his 


foot into it, from his Country Seat or his Travels, 
but there are ſeveral of them come inſtantly 


humming and buzzing about him. I have al- 


ready given my Notions of Idleneſs, and I tell 
you again in the Words of a Great Man, hat 
*tis fo ſeandalous and reproachful, that neither Hea- 
ven, Earth, or Hell it ſelf wil own, or patro- 
uixe t, 


How 


- CAS: 
How unreaſonable then is it, I think I may 
ſay, how infamous and unaccountable, for Men of 
the greateſt Quality to pick up ſuch looſe and 
profitleſs Creatures, and take *em into their Bo- 
ſoms, toſs them about in their Coaches into all 
Converſations, and make *em their inſeparable 
Companions, and give them abſolute Power to 
rule and ſway their Families? I am aſtoniſhed 
when I ſee the Lobby and Court of Requeſts half 


fill'd with theſe Leaches, who thruſt themſelves 


into all Company and Buſineſs along with their 
Patrons, ſucking and ſpunging upon them, and 
in the literal Senſe eating them up alive, ; 
Il would not be here miſunderſtood, I am nat 
diſſuading the Fortunate and Great againſt re- 
lieving and ſupporting diſtreſs'd Gentlemen in 
their Neceſſities; no, I would not have them 
defy the Example of that Liberality, by whoſe 


Effects themſelves live, But then, I would not 


have them abuſe the divine Precedent, by toſter- 
ing a fort of vicious ſluggiſh Creatures, that have 
brought about their own Wretchedneſs by 
Whoring and Gaming. 15 
Tuis leads me to make ſome ſhort. and general 
Reflections upon Gaming. That the original 
Deſign of Play or Gaming was Diverſion and Re- 
creation, I ſuppoſe we may take for granted ; 
bur ſince jt has loſt its Native Property, and baſe- 
ly degenerated into a mechanical Trade and 
Occupation, I am afraid, as Cafes ſtand, we have 
two other Titles that will ſuit it much better, 
viz, Covetouſneſs and Cheating ; for what ima- 


ginable Cauſe can there be aſſign'd, but the 
flat deſire of winning, that ſhould induce Men 


to venture what they have for what they have 
not; nay, that which they are afraid and un- 


willing to loſe, for that which they're uncertain 


to gain? 
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This can be nothing bur Covetouſneſs ; for if 
Covetouſneſs was not the grand Mover, there 
could not be the leaſt Grounds or Pretence for 
great and deep Play ; a Man may divert himſelf, 
as well for a Shilling as for a Pound, and for a 
Pound as for a Thouſand ; and if that were all, 
provided it were not uſed immoderately, there 
would be no harm in Gaming at all. A certain 
great Dutcheſs once aſk*d a Gentleman of Treland, 
that as he had ſo immenſe an Eſtate, why be did 
not play? Madam, ſaid he, that is the only Rea- 
ſon I do not, No, *tis Covetouſneſs, which tho 
ſome of the more thinking ſort of Gameſters are 
aſham'd to own, take off the Diſguiſe, and you 
ſee the ugly Hag dreſt up in all her diſmal Pomp 


of Wretchedneſs and Miſery. And then for 


Cheating; why, it is the in/eparable Qualification 
of a Gameſter. A Man has not only blind Chance 
to deal with (tho* that be but a very leaky 
crazy Veſſel, for him to put toSea in, upon ſuch a 
dangerous Expedition) bur ſuch a Combination 
of Deceit, and ſuch a Chain of Tricks and Slights 
link'd together, that even good Fortune it ſelf 


is not ſufficient to guard and ſecure him againſt 


them: So that a Gameſter lies under a kind of 
Neceſſity, to make himſelf Maſter of the uſeful 
Art of Cheating, that he may be upon the Level 
with the reſt of his Fraternity. | 

If, after all, a Man could arrive to the higheſt 
Perfection in this Science, Gaming and Cheating 
have commonly a reflex*d Efficacy, and deceive 
none more than thoſe that uſe em. Beſides all 
this, what ſhould it be, I wonder, that ſhould 
incline a Gentleman of an Eſtate, to take up 
ſuch a ſcoundrel Occupation, and much more for 
Perſons deſcended from noble and ancient Fami- 


lies, to keep and maintain publick Gaming-Ta- 


bles in their Houſes; nay more, publickly ad- 
E vertiſe 
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vertiſe them in the common New-Papers, to call 
Company together, is a Myſtery , I profeſs, be- 
yond my unravelling. 

A Carding Woman is a faſhionable Mon- 
ſter; too Common to be carried about for a 
Shew, and too Ugly, to bear looking at : Elle, 
there is not, among all the my hapen, grim, A- 
nimals, which are proclaim'd Unnatural, by 


Sound of a Trumpet, any thing, ſo deteſtably 


the Rever/e of what ſhe was intended for, as this 
rational Grimaltin! this, voracious, dry, Harpy 


in Maſquerade ! this balf- human, Tyger, in Pet- 


ticoats! 

Let no body tell me of the Reſpe that is 
due to the Ladies ;—Theſe are no Ladies: They 
have renounc'd, and abandon'd, whatever is feu- 
der, whatever is amiable, in Woman : and the 


Rights of the Skx are Advantages, which They 


are too Manniſb to ſupport any Claim to. 
I have ſtruggled ſo long to ſuppreſs my Reſent- 


ment, againſt theſe Antidotes 10 Deſire, that it 


has given me Heart- Burn. —— In ſhort, I can 
contain my ſelf no longer: but am for Executing 


all ſuch incorrigible Offenders, for Higb Treaſon, 


againſt Love, and the Sex's Hereditary Right of 


Dominion, 


The Goths and Vandals, of old, were leſs 
barbarous Deſtroyers, than theſe Domeſtic Sub- 
verters of Government, They have fill'd 
all our Families with Avarice, and Ignorance; 


made Politeneſs, and Gallantry, unneceſſary . 


Qualifications 3 baniſh'd Wir, and Converſa- 


tion, out of good Company z and with an infa- 


mous Delight in Contradiction, and Abſurdity, ſplit 
our publick Aſſemblies into Diviſion and Parties. 


All that Sweetneſs, and Innocence, all that 
Gentleneſs, and winning Attraction, of Look, 


Woice, and Sentiment, all That Modeſty of Ad- 


dreſs, 


id - 
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dreſs, and liſtening Softneſs of Good-breeding, 
which, when I was my ſelf a young Fellow, 
ſeiz'd Men's Hearts, like a Contagion, and made 
Nomen, at once, delightful, and dangerous I— 
All theſe are, at preſent, become i imaginary I 
deas Our Women have their Time fo impor- 
tantly engroſs'd, by tbe Cards, that they are not 
at Leiſure, to charm—T hey are not to be re/ifted, 
wer they ſet themſelves upon winning your Mo- 
+ But, as for your Hear!, they enter into no 


Plots that concern it; they neither give Pleaſure, 


nor receive it, in the Way which their Mothers 
were born for: They are chaſte, yet not virtuous : 
For, while they feel no Deſire, they can nevef 
be ſaid to reſiſt it.— Like Girls in the Green-Stck- 


neſs, who prefer Sza-Coal, and Old. Mall, to the 


Beſt, and moſt Savoury Diſhes, they have 
carded into their Conſtitutions a Kind of anwiſh- 
ing Depravity, which, they are ſilly enough tO 
ſuppoſe, may be miſtaken for Continence. 

I profeſs not to conſider their almoſt univerſal 
Propenſity to Gaming, as productive of any fur- 
ther Diſbonour, than ſuch as is inſeparable from 
ſo low a F/aſte of their Time: For, as to the 
often-urg*d Temptations under which it has been 
repreſented as capable of bringing their Virtus, 
I think, their Perſons may generally be pleaded, 
in Balance—The Sourneſs, and Inſenſibility of 
Softneſs, which they gradually contract, in Play, 
from a too carneft and virulent Indulgence of 
their Spleen, and Il]-nature, giving a /aving, and 


forbidding, Caſt to their Features, which can never 
want due Influence, let Opportunity be as favour- 


able as it pleaſes, 

In the mean time, I pity the Husbands, the 
Sons, and the Daugbters, great Part of whoſe 
Happineſs, or Miſery, in Life, is to depend on 
the Conduct of theſe good Chriſtians ; who, in 
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the literal Senſe of the Scripture- Phraſe, may be 


ſaid to eat, and drink, and riſe up to play. — As 


Wives, they have Families to govern ; and Hus- 
bands, to converſe with, and to pleaſe : As Mo- 


thers, they have Children to educate, and to 


qualify, by Example, and Precept: As Wo- 
men, they have Characters to preſerve, and a- 
dorn ;-— Minds, to furniſh, and ſtrengthen: 


Memories to ſtore, and enliven ;-—and Vir- 


tues, to watch over, and exerciſe; for the 
Honour and Ornament of their Race, and the 
Comfort, and Duties, of Society in general. 
But, all theſe, without Quadrille, are the wea— 
riſome Encumbrances of Life! Quadrille is the 
Joy, that gives it Spirit, and Brightneſs For 


this, they hurry over their Meals, and abridge 


their moſt agreeable Refreſhments: For this a- 
lone, they vit, and are viited: By this alone 


they meaſure their Enjoy ments, and Felicity: 


letting their Minds lie waſte, and barren, that 
their Hands may be filPd with Idleneſs. 

T he Growth of ſo vicious a Habit, as our Wo- 
men's Attachment to Cards, at the ſame time 
that it ſhews us the prevalent Power of Cuſtom, 
ſerves, perhaps, to account for that Degeneracy, 
and Corruption, among Men, which ſome have 
remark'd, to the diſadvantage of our national 
Reputation. Our Youth is in the Hands of 
tbeſe Mothers: And the Spartan Example gave 
a Proof, beyond queſtion, that Nature ſtands 
bent, the Way, that Infancy is pointed. 

In this, the Care, and the Wiſdom, of Go- 
veruments is beſt diſcern'd, and moſt intereſted. 
— A great, and provident Adminiſtration, 


- foreſering all neceſſary ill Effects prevents them, by 


removing their Cauſes: Whereas the Weakneſs 
of a temporary Expediency can but palliate, and 
cover Corruption, with a Cloud of uxpolitical -_ 

medy, 
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medy. I ſhou'd not ſcruple to charge upon the 
Defect of a Miniſtry's Vigilance, that radical 
Neglect of Correction, in due Seaſon, whereby 
Cuſtoms, pernicious, and of general bad Ten- 
dency, are allow*d to get ground | in a Nation. 

It were a fooliſh Excuſe to ſay, with Regard 
to the Vice we are complaining of, that there are 


Laws in Force againſt it. I deny it as a manifeſt 


Falſity: From the Court to the Cottage, I fee 
Cards in every Corner. —lIt I ſtep into a Coffee- 
Houſe, the Card-Tables have uſurp*d the Place of 
Converſe and Bujineſs : If J make one, at an A 


ſembly, I ſee the Company divided into Parties, 


at Cards, and the very End of their coming toge- 
ther, made ridiculous, and uſcleſs by their want 
of Taſte and good Senſe, to ſupport Converſation. 
If I look — the Ladies in their Boxes, at our 
Theatres, I find none of them ſo unfaſhionably 
employ'd; they are all Face to Face, at 2ya- 
drille. What a Madneſs then, to pretend we 
have Laws in 28 Force, againſt a Vice in full 
Prattice ! | 5 
Ic is ridiculous to talk of Laws, for Prohibi- 
tion of any Thing, that is not viſibly, and uni- 


verſally diſcontinued by the Law-Makers.— When 


the People ſee Gaming for Money, a Diverſion in 
the higheſt Repute, at the Houſes of their Par- 
lament Men, it will be in vain to put *em in 
mind, that it is declar'd illegal, by Ad of Par- 


F 


That there ovght lo be ſome ſerious Lat, not 
only made, but rigorouſly executed, for Reſtraint 
of ſo exorbitant a Deviation, from what Woman 
was either meant, or form'd for, will, I think, 
be readily confeſs'd, by every Lover of the Sex. 
—— Their Spirits are too volatile for Ret: Take 
from em therefore, all impertinent — 

an 
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and they will rather chuſe to be well-employ'd, 
than live Jale. | 1 | 

Were want of Senſe as infamous as loſs of Inno- 
nence, we ſhould probably adore thoſe Women, 
who mow teach us to deſpiſe them.——<The Hus- 
band, who finds Home hateful, becauſe his 
Wife is either /ullenly dumb, or talkatively inſipid, 
wou'd, when Buſineſs forc'd him out, return 
for ever, with a Lover's Eagerneſs, to Beauty, 
ſtrengthen*d by ue Taſte, endear'd by Soft- 
neſs and Sincerity, enrich'd with Apprehenſion, 
and Ideas, and made ſparkling by an eloquent 
Vivacity. | 

Remove but the Cards, beyond the Reach of 
a young Lady's Wiſhes, and after ſhe has 
yawn'd, and ſtretch'd, and figh'd away a Month 
or two, ſhe will begin to aſk herſelf, what other 
Care deſerves to fill that Time, that hangs /6 
emptily about her ; like a looſen'd Sail, in want of 
Wind enough to {weil it into Motion. —She will 
find, in Anſwer of this Qin, that there are a 
thouſand Things to #now, a u i Paths to 
tread, in every one whereof ſhe my purſue, 
and overtake, Aornment, Influence and Em— 


ire. 
What is ſtil] more happy, ſhe will not know it, 
for Herſelf alone. She will tranſmit it to her 
Children, and her Childrens Children : For, *cis 
to Cuſtom, Habit, Education, and Example, that 
we owe, whatever we are, whatever we think, 

whatever we do, and whatever we communicate, 
There is nothing leſs ut than the Complaint 
which is made by the Ladies againſt Man's In- 
conſtancy: They deceive us in Converſe, as Proſ- 
pects do in Travelling. While we are viewing 
the Country at Diſtance, we ſee nothing but the 
Gay, and the Tempting.— All the Dirt, and 
LD the 


Z I n 
1 mn 22 OT — LY 2 l g 
Ld l - So rx . hain Rees, 4 . 8 — 
HI F W a "OI. 9 * 
222 «Ne tar ———— uh, n Ab. 3 


1 5 L 

the Diffeulty, i is  reſerv'd, till we are in the mid 

Of it.— 4 

To return to, and conclude with my Subject, 
it ſeems poſſible, and very ea/y, to make a Law 

for Reſtraint of Gaming effectual.— It might be 

done with no more Difficulty, than by abſolute- 

ly forbidding, under the moſt formidable Penal- 

ties, not Carding in it ſelf, but for any Adven- 

zure of Profit, or Loſs: Any Money or Stake, 

even to the Value ofa ſingle Fartbing. 

This removing the Cauſe, Avarice, the Effect 
Carding, will in Conſequence ceaſe, as to Gene- 
rals; and yet the innocent Uſe of it, remain in 

| the Choice of all People : So that the Clamour of 

- prohüibiting the Liberty of electing our Diverſions 
wioill be groundleſs and obviated. 


a 3 


There's much to be ſaid, to prove this Town 
to be a Forge of Vanity, a Nurſery of Vice, a 
Snare to the ung, a Curſe to the Old, anda 
perpetual Spring of new Temptations, Some 
find a mighty Satisfaction from the Play- Houſe, - 1 
as thinking it the beſt way of paſling an idle —=— 
Hour or two ; there you'll be encountred with 1 
ſuch a variety of ridiculous Pantomime Scenes 
and Actions, that in the main it's hardly worth _ i 
any Conſideration : Some are clapping and ftamp- | 
ing, others hiſing and ſcoffing, and perhaps both 
without Reaſon: There you'll ſee ſome a Cock- 
horſe on the Seats, dancing and confounding the 
Play and Players, tho* they know not why, 
or for what ; others throwing about their Wigs, 
and almoſt blinding you with their fulſom Pow- 
der, or tormenting you with the nauſeous 
Scents of their Perfumes ; others prating with 
Orange. MWenches, or bantering the FYhores; and 
what's more probable, the Y/hores bantering 
them, In ſhort, there's ſuch a ſtrange Reg 
On 
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fion and Jargon among them, and ſuch a hud- 
dle of Men and Things jumbled together, that 
unleſs you can abſtract the Good from the Bad, 
and withal- drain Obſervations and Diverſions 
from 'em both; I cannot tell what kind of Plea- 


ſure or Satisfaction you can propoſe from thence, 
*T'is the very fame in all the reſt of our pretend- 


ed Diverſions, viz. Horſe-races, Cockpits, Ten- 


nis Courts, Balls, Aſſemblies and Muſick En- 
tertainments, &c. tho the Recreations in them- 


ſelves may molt of them be innocent and harm 


leſs enough; yet they are generally ſo vitiated 
and corrupted, and the Pleaſure that they pre- 
tend to, is ſo interwoven with Danger as well 
as Vexation of Spirit, that J defy the 3 
eſt Maſter of the Town, even Beau N-- 

H--dd--g--r, to make it appear, that there 1s Sad 


more Pain and Diſappointment, than there is real 


Pleaſure or Satisfaction attending upon the beſt 


of 'em. They are all but wretched Counter- 


feits and Impoſtures, and will hardly endure the 
Teſt of a Fruition. Indeed they may be ſome- 


thing grateful to us at firſt ; but after we have 
repeated them once or twice, they grow flat and 


dull, and at laſt loathſome. We are like ſo ma- 


ny Bees in a Garden, humming and roving a- 


bout from one Flower to another, fooliſhly en- 
deavouring to keep up our Courſe of Pleaſure, 
by a continued Succeſſion, and Circle of Varieties. 

The Diverſions in the Country, as Hawking, 


Hunting, Fiſhing, Fowling, and the like, are 

Noble, Manly, and Generous, and do not cloy 
or ſatiate their Poſſeſſors; but are ſtil] im- 
proving upon 'em, and are every day growing 


more grateful and delightful; they are not ſpent 
as thoſe of the Town are, but ſtill the more 
they're enjoy'd, the more they pleaſe, and grati- 


iy the 9 Moreover, to conſider the 
8 Expence 
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Expence of the Pleaſures of London, and thoſe 
of the Country, the latter are all free and open, 
and deriv*d as it were from the general Grant of 
Nature; the former are mercenary, and not to 
be come at without a certain unavoidable Charge 
and Danger: beſides, all the Pleaſures of this 
Town may be run through in the narrow Com- 
paſs of two or three ſhort Days; and when that's 
done, you do but run the ſame fooliſh Round, 
tread the ſame Stage over and over again; and 
what can be more ungrateful to an Ingenious 
Man than to have his Senſes perpetually grated 
and impos'd upon, by the dull repetition of the 
ſame Thing? Tos 
AdGentleman here is in the main a Creature that's 
compos*d of nothing bur Pleaſure and 1aleneſs,that 
like the Leviathan in th: Deep, thinks he hath 
little elſe to do in the Town, but to take his Paſ- 
time in it: And we have too many Tradeſmen, 
who make it their Practice to lie a-bed till Ele- 
ven o'clock every day, then juſt come into the 
Shop, and twirl their Ruffles about, and next to 
the Tavern or Coffee-Houſe for a Whet, or Tiff of 
Rice-Tea. If they come home to Dinner, which 
is ten to one they do, they take a long Sleep in 
a Chair after it, and about four a Clock in the 
Afternoon, or thereabouts, to a Coffee- Houſe to 
read the News, and after that to the Tavern a- 
gain; where they continue till about two or three 
in the Morning, get drunk, and are led home by 
the Watch, and ſo lie till Eleven again; and thus 
they walk round like the Hand of a Dial. 
The whole Life of Man is but one entire A- 
muſement. Virtue only deſerves the Name of 
Buſineſs, and none but they that practiſe it, can 
be truly ſaid to be employ'd 3 for all the World 
beſide are idle. One amuſes himſelf by Ambi- 


tion, another by Intereſt, and another by that 
as | F fooliſh 
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fooliſh Paſſion, Love. Little Folks amuſe them- 
ſelves in Pleaſures, great Men in the Acquiſt- 
tion of Glory; and I am amus'd to think that all 
this is nothing but Amuſement, 

Once more, the whole Tranſactions of our 
Lives are but meer Amuſements, and Life it 
ſelf is but an Amuſement, in a continued Expec- 

tation of Death. | 

Altho' nothing is durable in this tranſitory 
World, yet *tis obſerv'd that this Saying proves 
falſe in Weſtminſter-Hall, where there are Things 
of eternal Continuance, as Thouſands have found 
by woful Experience; I mean Chancery Suits. 
Certain Sons of Parchment, call'd Sollicitors and 
Barriſters, make it their whole Buſineſs to keep 
the Shuttle-Cock in Motion ; and when one Hand 
is weary of 1t, they play it to another. *Tis the 
chiefeſt Part of their Religion to keep up, and a- 
nimate the Differences among their Clients, as 
it was with the veſtal Virgins in the Days of yore, 
to maintain the ſacred Fire. | 

I have, with great Satisfaction, read ſome time 
ago, the Preſentment of the London Grand- Jury, 
complaining in very juſt and warm Terms, of 
the monſtrous Increaſe of Gin-ſhops, and other 
Retailers of diſtilled ſpirituous Liquors. The 
handſome Reception it met with from the Bench, 
and the 'Promiſe made by the then worthy Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen, andJuſtices of the Peace, 
that they would rigorouſly execute the Laws now 
in being, and uſe their Endeavours to move the 
Legiſlature to make more effectual ones, gives 
all worthy and diſintereſted Perſons the higheſt 
Pleaſure, who have long lamented the dreadful 
Evil, which, if not ſoon reſtrain'd, will involve 
the preſent and all future Generations, in Mi- 
ſery, Weakneſs, Poverty, and Ruin. The 
- Inſolence of the unlicenſed Retailers of = 
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alls aloud for Puniſhment, having got beyond 
the ordinary Power of the civil Magiſtrate. Few 
care to give Informations ; and when the Juſtice 
of Peace, inſpired with a true publick Spirit, 
meets with inferior Officers of Courage and In- 
tegrity, and ſets about a Reformation of theſe 
diſorderly Houſes, he finds himſelf ſurrounded 
with Numbers of ſcoundrel Sollicitors and At- 
torneys, who watch his Steps; and 'tis more 
than probable, that he is entangled in ſome Ni- 
ceties of the Law, and ſo by a Certiorari he is 


brought into the King's-Bench, and failing in 


ſome minute Circumſtances of the Proceſs, the 
whole Proceedings are quaſhed, and the Magi - 
ſtrate, at a great Expence, has the mortifica- 
tion to ſee the impudent Fellow triumph over 
him, and increaſe his iniquitous Trade When 
Things are come to this paſs z when the Magi- 


ſtrate finds the Laws now in being very defective, 


and of little or no Uſe, *tis humbly hoped, when 


all ordinary ones fail, the Legiſlature will pre- 


ſcribe a remedy for a Diſtemper now grown Epi- 


demical. In the Plague, *tis lawful to do a 
great many Things, which at another time 


would be harſh, cruel and unjuſt. —lIn a Fire, 
you may blow up your Neighbour's Houſe, to 

t a ſtop to the Rage of the Flames And 
ighten a Ship of a valuable Lading, when no- 
thing elſe will preſerve her from foundering.— 
And this for the beſt Reaſon in the World, viz. 
That the Properties, and even the Lives of a 


few, muſt be ſacrificed to the Health, Utility, 


Safety and Welfare of the whole Community, 
None will deny, that Thouſands are every 


| Year kilPd by exceffive Drinking of diſtill'd 


ſpirituous Liquors——That the Children of the 
laborious Part of Mankind, by whom the World 
is kept up, are born weak and ſickly.— That 

e F 2 Soldiers, 
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Soldiers, Sailors, and daily Labourers, are ſen- 
ſibly more feeble and unable to do the Duty of 
their Callings, and yet expect as great or great- 
er Wages. That Robberies, Murders and 
Debaucheries of all kinds, are concerted, and 
often committed in Gin-ſhops, and Night-cel- 
lars, where there are private Rooms for them, 
while they are tolerably ſober ; and when they 
get drunk, they are thrown, of all Sexes and 
Ages together, into one Cellar or Out-houſe, 
where are committed Vices ſhocking and ab- 
horrent to human Nature, In ſhort, theſe are 
the Sinks and Receptacles of the vileſt of both 
Sexes, who come raging, out of them, as if poſ- 
ſeſs'd with an evil Spirit, ready prepar'd for any 
deſperate Miſchief.— All confeſs, ſee, and la- 
ment this. The Officers of the Army, of the 
Fleet, and the civil Magiſtrate, all cry out a— 
gainſt it. All theſe, and every Perſon of the leaſt 
Humanity and Bowels of Pity, will join Heart 
and Hand, in ſtopping the bold Incroachments 
of this terrible Deſtroyer; for of all the Miſeries 
and Plagues that unhappy Man has been incident 
to, none was ever fraught with ſuch direful Con- 
ſequences to the Publick. War, Plague and 
Peſtilence, rage for a while, and then they 
ceaſe; but this mercileſs Deſtroyer, threatens 
Miſery, Want and Sickneſs, to all the Genera- 
tions that are yet to come. — Theſe Hydras 
lift up their envenom'd Heads in every Street or 
Alley; Chandlers-Shops, and Ale-houſes, -ſell 
Gin or Spirits, of ſome kind or other; the In- 
fection ſpreads from the Garret to the Cellar, 
and makes its impudent Approaches to the Gates 
of our King's Palaces.— Now then is the Time, 
and there are many brave and diſintereſted Spi- 
rits, who deſpiſe all petty Advantages, when 
ſet in competition with the Lives, Welfare, be 
| | ent 
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ſent and eternal Happineſi of their Fellow- Crea. 
tures. True Lovers of their Country are 
warm'd with a generous Diſdain, and are reſol- 
ved to join heartily i in putting down theſe Nur- 
ſeries of all kinds of Wickedneſs and: Debauche- 
ry. They talk ſo loud, that it muſt come to 


the Fars of the tender Father of his People, , 


' whoſe paternal Care is reach*d out to the mean- 
eſt of his Subjets.——And then our Happineſs + 
will be compleat, when we are at Peace with our- 
ſelves, as well as all around us. Then inſtead 
of Rage and Madneſs, the common People will 
be brought to Sobriety and good Manners. 
Then will Servants become more dutiful to their 
Maſters, Soldiers and Sailors to their Command- 
ers. Then will Murders and Robberies de- 
creaſe, and all manner of Prophaneneſs and Im- 
moralities leſſen.— For there is no Probability, 
that the beſt Advice, or Puniſhment, will be 
effectual to reſtrain Brutes, who have drunk 
themſelves into the Condition to be their own 
Tempters; Shame, Fear, Prudence, Reaſon, 
being all aſleep. 

We find the Night Watchmen, either ſleeping 


at their Stands, or catching hold of the Poſts in 


the Street, to ſupport their tottering Carcaſes at 
all Hours in the Night; very pretty People to 
demand a Robber to tand, when it is not in their 
power to do it themſebves: ſome of them nave 
been ſo far intoxicated with this pernicious Li- 
quor, that you ſhall hear one baw] the Hour of 
Eleven, and a Cloudy Night, on one ſide of the 
Street; and another, on the other at the ſame 
inſtant cry, Paſt Twelve, and a Moon-light 
Morning. 

The late horrible Inſtances of wilful and cor- 
rupt Perjury demonſtrate the Depravity of the 
Age, and the * of idle and extravagant 

People 
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People to Villany; we have ſeen Tradeſmen, 
who might have ſupported themſelves in an ho- 
neſt induſtrious Way, leave their Buſineſs and 
Callings, and for the ſake of Half a Guinea or 
ſo, deliberately perjure themſelves in the Courts 
of Tuſtice; Even harmle/s Butchers have been 
call'd from their Shambles, to. bear Teſtimony 
of Things, they never ſaw; their great Director, 
the Ingenious Mr. /reathock, always aſſuring 
his Pupils, that Faith was, the Evidence of Things 
not ſeen; which he impioufly laid down. as Do- 
ctrine worthy of their Practice, and that all 
common Converſations over Liquors, where 
Men ſwore much, was as nuch upon Oath as any 
in the Courts. By which Means this learned Gen- 
tleman had diſcover'd a more compendious Way of 
carrying Cauſes than any of his Predeceſſors, and 
had ſet himſelf up as Governor and Director of | 
all the Poor Knights of Feſtminſter. | „ 
We have a great many other ſolliciting petty- | 
fogging Fellows, who would think it a great 
hardſhip, that a good Client ſhould loſe a Cauſe 
for want of a few Lips being laid to. Calves-Lea- 
ther, as the Phraſe is. in Weſtmiuſter-Hall. 
Io ſhew the monſtrous Impudence and Villa- 
ny of theſe Petty-foggers, I ſhall. preſent the 
Publick with an exact Copy of the Highwaymens 
famous Bill, formerly, exhibited in his Majeſty's 
Court of Exchequer, by William Wreathock late 
of Hatton-Garden, Gent. between Jobn Euere. 
and Joſepb Williams, two notorious Robbers, 
the former of whom was afterwards executed at 
Tybuxn,, and the latter at Maidſtone in Kent; and 
for which Inſult and Affront upon the Court, 
VMereatbock was committed Priſoner to the Fleet, 
where he remain'd about ſix Months before he 
procur'd bis Enlargement. 5 
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To the Right Honourable, the Chancellor 

and Under- Treaſurer, the Right Ho- 

nourable the Lord Chief Baron, and the 
reſt of the Honourable, the Barons of 
his Majeſty's Court of Exchequer. 


IL Umbly complaining, ſheweth unto your 
I Honours, your Orator Fobn Evert, of 
* the Pariſh of St. James's Clerkenwell, in the 
County of Middleſex, Gent, Debtor and Ac- 
<« countant to his Majeſty, as by the Record 
e of this honourable Court, and othetwiſe, it 
„ doth and may appear, that your Orator be- 
« ing ſkilPd in Dealing, and in buying and 
_ & ſelling ſeveral Sorts of Commodities, ſuch 
ec as Corn, Hay, Straw, Horſes, Cows, Sheep, 
« Oxen, Hogs, Wool, Lambs, Butter, Cheeſe, 
Plate, Rings, Watches, Canes, Swords, and 

« ſeyeral other Commodities, whereby your O- 

* rator had acquired to himſelf a very conſidera- 

s ble Sum of Money, to the amount of 1000 l. 
& and upwards. And Joſeph Williams of the Pa- 
<.riſh of Ein the faid County of Middleſex, 
Gent. 1 therewith, and know- 
* ing your Orator's great Care, Diligence 
« and Induftry in managing the faid Dealing, 
« he the faid Foſeph Williams, in, or about the 
« Year of our Lord 1720, applied himſelf to 
« your Orator, in order to become your Ora- 
« tor's Partner therein; and after ſeveral ſuch. 
« Apphecations and Meetings had between him 
and your Orator for that purpoſe, your O- 
« rator depending on the fair Promiſes of the 
„ faid Joſeph Williumt, that he would be a faith- 
« ful Partner to your Orator, and would fair- 
ly ſettle with your Orator on Account of the 
| « Foint 
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0 Joint. -Stock, which was to be provided and 
« employed in the manner herein after men- 
% tioned ; your Orator at length agreed, that 
the ſaid Zoſeph Williams ſhould become his 
Partner in the ſaid Dealing, in buying and 
_** ſelling the aboveſaid Commodities and Cat- 
« tle, And although no Article was drawn be- 
« tween the ſaid Fofeph Williams, and your O- 
rator for the ſaid: Partnerſhip; yet it was 
« firmly agreed on by and between your Ora- 
&« tor, and the ſaid 70% pb Williams, that they 
< both ſhould equally provide all ſorts of Ne- 
&* cefſaries, at the joint and equal Expence of 
both ſuch, as Horſes, Bridles, Saddles, A, 
« ſiſtants and Servants, And it was further 
de agreed, that they both ſhould equally bear 
“ and pay all ſuch us of Money, as ſhould 
& be laid out and expended on the Roads, at 
* Inns, Taverns or Ale-Houſes, or at Markets 
'« and Fairs, or elſewhere,” for, and on Ac- 
count of carrying on the ſaid Joint-Daaling: 
« And your Orator and the faidFoſeph Williams 
* were equally to pay all ſuch Sum or Sums 
of Money, as ſhould be neceſſary to be laid 
« out in the faid Dealing, and the ſaid Part- 
e nerſhip was by the ſaid Agreement to end 
« and ceaſe at Michaelmaſs, which ſhould be 
« in the Year 1721, And your Orator fur- 
e ther ſheweth unto your Honours, that pur- 
„ ſuant to the ſaid Agreement, your Orator 
and the faid Joſepb Williams went on and 
ee proceeded jointly in the ſaid Dealings with good 
0 Succeſs on Hounſlow-Heath, where they dealt 
© with a Gentleman for a Gold-Watch, and 
« from thence your Orator, and the ſaid Jo- 
c ſeph Williams, return'd to their reſpectiye 
«. Houſes in London, and in three or four Days af- 
« ter the ſaid Joſepb W ag came to your Ora- 


«© {ors 
. 


„ 

ce tor, and inform'd him that Finchley in the ſaid 

County of Middleſex, was a good and convenient 
Place to deal in, and ſo perſuaded your Ora- 
<« tor to go along with him to deal there; he the 
« ſaid Foſeph Williams at the ſame time aſſuring 
« your Orator, that the ſaid Commodities were 
very plenty at Finchley aforeſaid, and that 
«« if your Orator and the ſaid Foſeph Wil- 
« liams would go to deal there, it would be al- 
1 moſt all gain to them. On which Perſuaſions 
<< of the faid Foſeph Williams, your Orater was 
c prevailed on and encouraged to go along 
<« with the ſaid Zo/eph Williams to Finchley afore- 
« ſaid, where the ſaid Foſeph Williams and 
„ your Orator dealt with ſeveral Gentlemen 
& for divers Watcbes, Rings, Swords, Canes, 
« Hats, Cloaks, Horſes, . Bridles, Saddles, and 
c other Things to the value of 2007. and up- 
« wards. And your Orator farther ſheweth unto 
% your Honours, that about a Month after the 
« ſaid Dealing at Finchley aforeſaid, the ſaid 
« Toſeph Williams came to your Orator, and in- 
* form'd him that he heard there was a Gentle- 
e man at Blackheath, who had a good Herſe, 
« Bridle, Saddle, Watch, Sword, Cane, and 
c other Things to diſpoſe of, all which he be- 
* lieved they might have for little or no Money; 
« and the faid Foſerb Williams telling your Ora- 
ce tor, how much he and your Orator might get 
© to themſelves, in Caſe they could prevail on the 
& ſaid Gentleman, to part with the {aid Things, 
4% your Orator was thereupon prevail'd on again, 
« to go along with the ſaid Joſeph Williams to 
« Blacꝶbeath aforeſaid, where they met the ſaid 
« Gentleman, and after ſome ſmall Diſcourſe had 
« between your Orator, the ſaid Joſeph Williams 
and the ſaid Gentleman, they dealt for the 

% ſaid Horſe, Bridle, Saddle, Watch, Sword, 
e 8 Cane, 


N 
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% Cane, and other Things at a very cheap Rate, 
and. thereupon return*d'to London with the ſaid 
„% Horſe, Bridle, Saddle,” Watch, Sword, Cane, 
and other Things; which; as your Oralor avers, 
„ were well worth 50 f and upwards. And your 
„ Orater: further ſheweth unto your Honours, 
* that your Orator arid the faid Foſeph Williams 
«© continued in their joint Dealings together until 
_« Mithaelmaſs aforeſaid, during which time 
«© your Orator and the ſaid Foſeph Williams dealt 
* fogether in ſeveral Places, viz. at Bag/hot in 
„ Sarry, Salisbury in Wiliſbire, Hampſtead in 
„ Midaleſe and elſewhere, to the amount of 
2000 l. and upwards; during which Time your 
« Orator laid out, paid and expended his ſhare 
« of all neceſſary Expences, and Money for 
10 carrying on the ſaid ein Dealing; and your 
1 Orator not in the leaſt doubting, bur that 
« the ſaid Fo/eph Milliams would have - fairly ac- 
* courted with your Orator for and concerning 
* the faid Parinerſbip, your Orator after the 
6. Expiration of the faid Partnerſhip, had ſeve- 
« ral further Dealings with the ſaid Joſeph Mil. 
&« tams, for ſeveral forts of Goods, Wares, and 
« Merchandizes, But your Orator at length 
„finding that the ſaid 'Fo/eph Williams began to 
% ſhuffle with bim, became very uneaſy, and de- 
„ fired the ſaid Foſeph Williams to come to a 
fair Account with your Orator, touching and 
concerning the ſaid Partnerſhip, which the faid 
„% Foſeph Williams refus*d to do, though often 
6 requeſted thereunto by your Orator, in a ve- 
„ ry friendly Manner : and the ſaid Foſeph Wil- 
« Hams, inſtead of accounting fairly with your 
& Orator as aforeſaid, brought an Action at 
* Law againſt your Orator for 200 J. pretended 
to be due to him from your Orator, and by 
„ reaſon of your Orator's ſuffering; himſelf to lie 
« in Priſon, on account of the ſaid Partnerſhip, 

« the 
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« the ſaid Foſeph Williams. declared againſt 
« your Oralor on the ſaid Action, and brought 


on the ſame to a Trial at the Common. Pleas- 
„Bar at Meſtminſter in the laſt Term; when by 


«, the; Neglect of your Orazor's Attorney, in 
« not ſupœnaing your Orator*s Witneſſes, in or- 
* der to enable your Orator to make a proper 
* Defence on the ſaid Trial, the ſaid Foſeph 
% William obtain'd a Verdict againſt your Ora · 
0. tor for 30 l. or ſome ſuch large Sum of Mo- 
* ney. And the ſaid Joſehh Williams now threa- 
tens that he will ſpeedily take out Execution 
** againſt, your Oraior, and levy the ſaid Sum 
* on. your Orator*s Stock and Goods, and that he 


* will-;alſo! bring ſeveral other Actions at Law 


£& 


againſt your Orazor.: And altho' your Orator 
did ſoon after the ſaid Verdict apply himſelf 
to the ſaid Zo/eph Williams, to adjuſt and ami- 
** cably ſettle all Accounts with your Orator, and 
* that. he hath ſince been often requeſted thereun- 


„ 


to by your Orator*s Friends and Agents in a ve- 


« ry friendly Manner, yet he ſtil} refuſes ſo to 


do ʒ and ſometimes the ſaid: Foſepb Williams 
. gives Reports out in Speeches, that your Ora- 


e jor Hid v any ſuch Skill and Knowledpe, in 
© or about the ſaid Dealings, as he pretended, and 
© that your Orator never acquired to himſelf 
n thereby,or other wiſe, any Sum of Money what- 
<* ſoever 3 whereas:your Orator ex preſsly charges 
«* (as theTruth is)that yourOrator under ſtood the 
0. ſaid Dealings and Affairs; as well as any other 
* Man did, that thereby: your Orator acquired 
*© co.himſelf the Sums aforeſaid; and that upon 
e chat Account, the ſuid Foſeph Milliams ap- 
65 -ply*d himſelf to your Orator to become his 
5 Partner. And at other Times the ſaid Jeſepb 
Hilliams pretends that he never applied tõ 
*, your Qrater to become yuu Orator's Partner, 
aJ e Us + RR 
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& Foſeph Williams for that Purpoſe; whereas the 


« 1aid Joſepb Williams did, as your Orator char- 
« ges, really apply himſelf to your Orator on that 
© account, leveral Times and in ſeveral Places, 
© before your Orator would admit bim to be your 
* Orator's Partner; and at other Times the ſaid 
«© Foſeph Williams pretends and declares that 
«© your Orator was by the ſaid Agreement, to 
e bear two Thirds of all the Expences, Coſts and 
“Charges in providing Neceſſaries, and otherwiſe 
in and about the ſaid Partnerſhip, when there 
was not in reality any other Agreement made 
© between your Orator and the ſaid Foſeph Wil. 


cc 
” 


* forth. And the ſaid Joſeph Williams well knows 
5c in his Conſcience, that the ſame is true; notwith- 
ſtanding he now reports, and gives out in 
Speeches, the contrary thereof, wel] knowing 
that no Witneſs was preſent at the Time of your 
Orator's making the ſaid Agreement with 
* him.. And the faid Joſeph Williams defigning 
to defraud your Orator of bis Right and Title 10 
* one Moiety of the Profits of the faid Premiſes, 
* doth therefore now deny the ſaid Agreement. 
* And at other Times the ſaid Joſeph Williams 
* pretends, that when your Orator and the ſaid 
% Foſeph Williams dealt for any of the ſaid Com- 
* modities,. that your Orator had the Diſpoſal 
thereof, and kept all the Money ariſing by 
* the Sale thereof, and that he the ſaid Jo/epb 
% Willams always paid the Money which was 
** paid for the ſaid. Commodities /o dealt for; 
** whereas the ſaid Joſeph Williams (as your Ora- 
* tor expreſly charges) well knows the contrary 
e rhereof to be true, and that when your O- 
© rator and the ſaid Joſeph Williams had dealt 
i for any Horſes, Swords, Watches, Canes, - 

». other 


liams, touching or concerning the ſaid Partner- 
ſhip than what yourOrator hath herein before ſet 
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& other Things, your Orator paid as much Mo- 

« ney for the ſame, as the faid Joſepb Williams 
« did. And your Orator alfo charges that the ſaid 
« Foſeph Williams, who had. the Poſſeſſion and 


« Diſeaſal. thereof, receiv'd all the Money ari- 


© fing thereby; and never accounted with your 
* Orator for the ſame, or paid your Orator part 
©& gr ſhare thereof; which if he would now do, a 
conſiderable Sum of Money would remain 
ie due to your Orator, after payirg or allowing 
«© thereout all the Money ſo recovered by the 
* ſaid Verdict on the faid Action as aforeſaid 
« with the Coſts thereof. Therefore the ſaid 
« Foſeph Williams ought not to vex your Orator 
« with any ſuch Actions at Law; and at o- 
« ther Times the ſaid Joſeph Williams denies, 
« that he ever brought any Action at Law 
© againſt your Orator, and that if he did, the 
* ſame was brought to recover a Juſt and 
Honeſt Debt; whereas in Truth, the ſaid 
Action was ſo brought on the Account afore- 
* ſaid, and on no other Account whatſoever. 
& All which Practices and Doings of the ſaid 
e Foſeph Williams and others in confederacy 
= "with him, are contrary to Right, Equity, and 
good Conſcience, and render your Orator leſs a- 
<« ble to pay the Debts, which he oweth to his 
4. . Matt, at the Receipt of this honourable 
Court. In tender Conſi deration whereof, and 


“ for as much as your Orator's Witneſſes, who 


© could prove the Truth of all and ſingular the 
e ſaid Premiſes to be as herein ſer forth, are ei- 


ther dead, or gone beyond the Seas into Places 


< remote 455 unknown zo your Ora tor, and for 
© that your Orator is remedileſs in the Pre- 
'*- miſes by the ſtrict Rules of the common Law, 
and relievable only in a Court of Equity be- 
ad fore your Honours, where fut Diſcoveries are 
* ws made, 
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et made, Frauds gelecked, and juſt Accounts ſtated. 


« To the end therefore that the ſaid Jae 22 Wil. 
ce liams and the reſt. of tlie faid Confederates, 
% may ſeverally upon their reſpective corporal 
« Oaths, true, full, direct, and perfect 2 


ce 'ſwers make to all and ſingular the ſaid. 


« miſes, as fully as if the ſame were here * 
4 particularly repeated and j interrogated, and 
« more eſpecially that the ſaid 70, pb Williams 
may ſet forth and diſcover whether your Ora- 


1 jor had not ſuch great Skill and Induſtry in the 


«c Dealings, Aﬀairs, and Bufi neſs afor eſaid, as 
herein before is mentioned; and, whether your 
4 Oxator had not acquired to himſelf thereby, 
« and otherwiſe, the ſaid Sums of Money {ct 
forth or any other, and what Sum or Sums 
« of Money, and whether the ſaid, Fo/eph Wil- 
* hams did not apply himſelf, to your Orator, 
a to become your Orator's Partner herein, as 
< before is ſet forth, or how other wiſe; and 
4 whether ſuch Partnerſhip was not, enter'd in- 
« to, and ſuch Ag greement made as herein before 
& are allo ſet forth, or in, Why. and what other 
« Manner and Form carried on; - and whether 
de the ſaid Agreement, or any other, and what 
Agreement was made aways your Orator 
" concerning the 2 Da ob or any GN | 
<« and what Partnerſhip. And that the ſaid- Jo- 
« ſeyh Williams may alſo ſet forth and diſcover 
ce what ſort 4 Commodities he uſually dealt in 
& with your Oratcr, and in "what Manner, and at 
4 had Prices were the ſaid Commodities paid 
« for, and by whom, and at what Times and 
« Places; that he may likewiſe .ſet forth and 
6 diſcover, how much Money was. really paid 
te in all the ſaid Dealings, Afairs and Buſineſs, 


a during the ſaid Partnerſhip, and who pax ” 
* ſa me, 


| HE Tun 
« fame, of any; and what Pitt thereof, towards 
«© carrying on the ſaid Partper/hip and Joint 
«"'Dealings, and when, and where the ſame was 

4, paid, and what Book, Papers, Writings, and | 
Memorandum, and Accounts, were ever kept 
«i by, or between your Orator and the ſaid Ja- 
« ſeph Williams, during the Time they ſo con- 
e tinued Partners together, and where the ſame 
are now, and in whoſe Cuſtody or Keeping; 
and that he may ſet forth all rhe faid, 
« Papers, Writings, Memorandums, an 


«© counts in bac verba ; and that the ſaid Joſeph 


% Williams may further ſet forth and diſcover 
„ what cther Dealings he had with your Orator 
s ſince the ſaid Partnerſhip determin d, and 
„ wherein did the ſame conſiſt, and when were 
« the ſame fo had. And that the ſaid PoſefÞ il. 
% liams may, moreover, ſet forth, 2 he 
did not bring ſuch Action at Law againſt 
« your Orator, as is herein before ſet forth or 
any other, and what Action; and when, and 
„ where, and why he ſo brought the ſame, and 
« what Proceedings were had thereon, and 
© whether ſuch Verdict was obtained there- 
« in as aforeſaid, or any other, and what Ver- 
dict, and for what Sum of Money: and that 
«« the ſaid Foſeph Williams may, by the Decree 
« of this honourable Court, be compell'd to come 
©« goa fair Account with your Orator concerning 
the ſaid Premiſes, and be ordered to pay to 
your Orator on ſtating the ſaid Account, what 
«© ſhall appear to be juftly due to your Orator. 
| od And that your Orator may be further, and | 
«© otherwiſe relieved in all, and fingular, the 

<< ſaid” Premifes according to Equity 4nd good 
« Conſctence, and the Nature and Circumſtances 
& of bis Caſe; and that in the mean time the ſaid 
%% FJoſeph Williams may, by the Injunction of this 
„% honour- 


.£ 48.] 
«© honourable Court, be enjoined from proceed- 
ring ahy further at Law 1 Orator, 


erdict fo obtained as aforeſaid, 


c upon the faid Verdid | 
«© and alſo from proceeding at Law againſt your 
 *©'Orator, on any other of the ſaid Actions, 

e which the ſaid Fo/eph Williams. threaten'd to 


„ commence againſt your Orator. 


Aud your Orator ſhall ever pray, &c. 
T HE aboveſaid Jobn Everet in January 
1 - 1729-30. was convicted at the Old-Bailey, 
for aſſaulting Martha Ellis on the Highway near 
Pancras, putting her in Fear, and taking from 
her one Guinea and two Shillings on the Chriſt 
mas- Eve before; for which he was executed at 
Tyburn, on Friday the 20th of February fol- 
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In "EP 1720, he was tried at the Old- 
Bailey, for robbing Thomas Bird of ſixteen Shil- 
lings on the Highway, July 2. and acquitted. _ 

At Croyden Aſſizes in March 1721-2. Richard 
Bird a Butcher, was convicted of robbing a Gen- 
tleman on Vimbleton- Common, and was hang'd 
at Croyden March 3 1ſt. At the Place of Execution 
he confeſs'd that himſelf, and Everet, and Phi- 
lip Anthony, committed a Robbery on Epping- 
Foreſt, which Everet ſwore upon Thomas Bird, 
and one Charl:fworth, at Chelmsford- Aſſizes. 
In July 1725. Everet was an Evidence againſt 
| Fobn Little and Elizabeth his Wife, for commit- 
ting three Burglaries; and Suſan Belcher, alias 
Kempſter, alias Fowal, for receiving the ſtolen 
Goods of John Little, was capitally convicted; 
his Wife was acquitted, and Belcher found Guilty, 
and tranſported for fourteen Years. 


In 
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In February 1928-9. Everet was tried at the 


Old- Bailey for ſtealing a Barrel of Figs, and 
found Guilty to the value of 4 5. and 10 d. 
Joſepb Williams was convicted at Maidſtone- 
Aſſizes in March 1727, for a Robbery on the 
Highway, and was executed at that Town, 


Marriage is a Country that peoples all others: 
The Commonalty are more fruitful there than the 
Nobility ; the reaſon of which perhaps is, that the 


Nobility take more delight to ramble Abroad, 


than ſtay at Home, Marriage has this peculiar 
Property annext to it, than it can alter the Hu- 
mours of thoſe that are ſettled in it. It frequent- 
ly transforms a jolly Fellow into a meer Sot, it 
often melts down a Beau into an errant Sloven; 
and on the other hand it ſo happens ſometimes, 
that a wilty virtuous Woman will improve a 
dull heavy country Booby, into a Man of Senſe 
and Gallantry, | | 

People marry for different Motives : Some 
are led by Portion, and others by Reafon ; the 
former. without knowing what they are going 
to do, and the latter knowing no more, but thar 
the thing mult be done. 
There are Men in the World ſo weary of 
Quiet and Indolence, that they marry only to 
divert themſelves. In the firſt place the choice 
of a Woman employs them for ſome time : 
Then Viſits and Interviews; Feaſts and Ceremo- 
nies; but after the laſt Ceremony is over, they 
are more tired and weary than ever. 

How many hundred married Couples do we 
ſee, who from the ſecond Year of their coming 
together, have nothing more in common than 
their Names, their Quality, their ill Humour 
and their Miſery ? | 
I don't wonder there are ſo many unhappy 
Matches, fince Folks marry rather wholly of 
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heir own Heads, or wholly by thoſe of others, 
A Man that marries by his own Head, not ſee- 
ing that in his Spouſe, which all the World ſees 
in her, is in danger of ſeeing much more in her, 
than othersever did. 

Another that has not Courage enough to truſt 
his own Judgment, fairly applies himſelf to the 
next Match- Mater in the Neighbourhood, who 
knows to a Tittle the exact Rates of the Mar- 
ket, and the current Price of young Women 
that are fit to marry. Theſe Marriage- Huckſters, 
or Wife-Brokers, have an admirable Talent to 
ſort Conditions, Families, Trades, and Eſtates; 
.in ſhort, every Thing together, except Hu- 
mours and Inclinations, about which they never 
trouble themſelves. N 

By the Procurement of theſe experienc'd Ma- 
trons, a Marriage is ſtruck up like a Smithfield 
Bargain: There is much higgling and wrangling 
for Cother ten Pound. One ſide endeayours to 
raiſe, and the other to beat down the Market 
Price. At laſt, after a world of Words ſpent to 
fine purpoſe, they come to a Concluſion, 

Others that have not time to-truck and bar- 
gain ſo, go immediately to a Scrivener's to find 
out a rich Widow, as they go to the Office of In- 
telligence to hearken out a Service. 

It is not altogether the Match-maker's Fault, 
if you are deceived in your Woman. She gives 
you an Account of her Portion to a Farthing: 
You examine nothing but the Articles relating 

to the Family and the Fortune; the Woman is 
left in the Margin of the Inventory, and you 
find her too much at long run. 

After all that J have ſaid, I am not afraid to 
advance this Propoſition; that */is poſſible for 
thoſe who marry to be Happy. But you muſt call it 
Trucking or Bartering, and not Marrying, to 
| take 
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Ge a Woman meerly for her Fortune, and 


reckon her Perfections *% the Number of Pounds 
ſhe is like to bring with her, Nor is it to marry 


but to pleaſe one's ſelf, to chooſe a Wife as we 


do a Tulip, meerly for her Beauty. It is not to 
marry, but to doat at a certain Age, to take a 
young Woman only for the ſake of her Company. 

What is it then to be married? Why, tis to 
chooſe with Circumſpection, and Deliberation, 
by Inclination, and not by Intereſt, ſuch a Wo- 
man as will chuſe you after the ſame manner. 

Beſides other Things in common with all the 
World, the Country of Marriage has this parti- 
cular to it ſelf ; That Strangers have a deſire to 
ſettle there, and the natural Inhabitants wou'd 
be baniſh'd out of it with all their hearts. 

A Man may be baniſh'd out of this Country 
by a certain Thing call'd Separation; but the 
true way of getting out of it is by Widow- hood, 
and is much to be preferred before Separation; 
for the Separated are Savage Animals, uncapa- 
ble of the prettieſt Ties of Society. The uſual 
cauſes of Separation is aſſign'd as the Fault of the 
Wife, but often the Huſband i is the occaſion that 
the Wife is in the Fault; and he himſelf is a 
Fool to proclaim to the World that his Wife has 
made a falſe Step. 

It will be expected now, that I ſpeak a few 
Words of Widowhood. *Tis a copious and 
fertile Subject, that's certain; but a Man ma 


burn his Fingers by meddling with it. For if 


deſcribe them but as little concern'd for the 
Death of their Huſbands, I ſhall offend the 
Rules of Decency and Good Manners, and if I 


_ exaggerate their Afflictions, I ſhall offend the 


Truth. 
Whatever our Railers pretend to the contrary, 
I fay there's no Widowhood without a 1 
H 2 | 


2 
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of Sorrow in it. Is it not a very ſorrowful Con- 
dition to be obliged to counterfeit a perpetual 


Sorrow? A very doleful Part this, that a Wi- 


dow muſt play, who would not give the World 

occaſion to talk of her, 

There are ſome Widows in the World ſa 
mightily befriended by Providence, that their 


Sighs and Tears coſt them nothing. I know 


one of a contrary Temper to this, who did ho- 
neſtly all that in her lay to afflict her ſelf ; but 
Nature it ſeems had denied her the Gift of 
Tears. She deſir'd to raiſe the Compaſſion of 
her Huſband's Relations, for her All depended 
on them. | EL 
One Day her Brother-in-Law, who lamented 
exceedingly, reproach'd her for not having ſhed 
one Tear, Alas, reply'd the Widow to him, 
my poor Heart is ſo over-whelm'd with this un- 
expected Calamity, that J am, az it were be- 
come in ſenſible by it. Great Sorrows are not 
felt at firſt; but I am ſure mine will kill me in 
the end. 

I know very well, ſaid her Brother- in- Law to 
her, that Griefs too great don't make them- 
ſelves at firſt to be perceived; and I know as 
well, that violent Griefs don't continue long. 
Thus, Madam, you will be ſtrangely ſurprized, 
that the Grief of your Widowhood will be paſt 
before you are aware. _ 

Another Widow was reduced to the laſt pitch 
of Deſpair, nor was it without a very ſorrowful 
Occaſion. She had Joſt upon the ſame Day the 
beſt Huſband, and the prettieſt little Lap-Dog in 


London. This double Widowhood had brought 


her to ſo low a Condition, that her Friends were 
afraid of her Life. They durſt not ſpeak to her 
of Eating and Drinking; nay, they durſt not 
ſo much as offer to comfort her. Tis a dangerous 


Mat- 
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Matter, you know, to combat a Woman's Grief. 
The beſt way is to let Time and their natural 
Inconſtancy work it off. However to accuſtom 
our Widow by little and little to ſupport the I- 
dea of her two Loſſes, a good Friend ſpoke to 
her firſt of her little Dog. At the bare Name of 
Dony, there was ſuch a Howling and Crying, 
ſuch tearing of Hair, and beating of Breafts z 
in ſhort, ſuch a Noiſe, and ſuch a Pother, that 
one would have thought Heaven and Earth had 
been coming together: At laſt ſhe fainted a- 
way. Well, ſays this prudent Friend of hers, 
God be prais'd I was ſo happy as not to mention 


her Husband to her, for then ſhe had certainly 
died upon the Spot. | 


T he next Day the Name of Dony ſet her Tears 
a running in fo great plenty, that it was hoped 
the Spring would ſtop of it ſelf ; and the above- 
mentioned zealous Friend thought ſhe might 
now venture to adminiſter ſome Conſolation to 


her. 6 | 


Alas, ſays ſhe, if the bare Name of Dony gives 
you ſo much Affliction, what might we not fear 
from you, ſhould we talk to you of your gear 
Husband ? But God forbid I ſhould do that. Ab 


poor Dony! To be mow'd down thus in the 
Flower of Youth and Beauty! Well, Madam, 
you'll never have ſuch another pretty Creature 


again, But *tis happy for the Dog that he's dead, 
for you cou'd never have lov'd him longer, that's 


certain! Is it: poſſibe for a Woman to love any 


thing after ſhe has loſt her Huſband ? 
After this manner it was that this diſcreet Gen- 


tlewoman very dexterouſly mingled the Idea of 


the Husband with that of Dony, well knowing 


that as two Shoulders of Mutton drive down one 


another, ſo two powerful Griefs deſtroy one a- 


nother by making a Diverſion, She obſerved 


that 


C54 7) 
chat at the Name of Dory, her Tears redoubled, 
which ſtopt ſhort. at the Name of Husband: It 
was, without queſtion, a ſort of a Qualm. Eve- 
ry body knows that Tears are a tribute we owe, 
and only pay to ordinary Griefs. However it 
was, our poor afflicted Widow paſſed ſeveral 
Days and Nights in this ſad alternative of Weep- 
ing for her Dog, and lamenting her Husband. 
At laſt her good Friend enquired all over the 
Town for a pretty Dig and it was her good 
Luck to light upon one much finer and prettier 
than Dony of happy Memory, and preſented it to 
our Widow, who! burft into a freſh Stream of 
Tears as ſhe accepted it. This beautiful New- 
comer, ſo ſtrangely inſinuated himſelf into her 
good Affections, that within eight Days he had 
got the aſcendant of her Heart, and Dony was 
no more thought of, than if he had never had a 
Being there. Obſerve now what a Conſequence 
our Widow's Friend drew from it. 


If a new Dog has put a ſtop to her Tears, per- 


haps a new Husband will have the ſame Operation 
upon her Qualms. But alas, the one was not to 
be ſo eaſily effected as the other. The new Dog 
fo play'd his Cards, that he effaced the Memo- 
ry of his Predeceſſors in eight Days; but it was 
2 three long tedious Months, before our 
Widow could be ed to take a new eee 
: inte ner Bed. % 


** 


The 1 of the Faculty are Penſio- 
ners to Death, and travel Day and Night to en- 
large that Monarch's Empire; for you muſt 
know, notwithſtanding diſtemper'd Humours 
makes a Man ſick, tis the Phyſician that has 
the Honour of killing him, and expects to be 
wellp aid for the Job, by his Relations that lie 
in wait for his Life to ſhare his Fortune: So 2 
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when a Man is aſk'd how ſuch a one died, he is 


not preſently to anſwer according to corrupt 
Cuſtom, that he died of a Fever or Pleuriſy 
but that he died of the Doctor. | | 
See a Conſult of them marching 1n State to a 
Patient, attended by a diminutive Apothecary, 
that's juſt arſe-high, and fit to give a Clyſter. 
How magiſterially they look, and talk of the 


Patient's Recovery,when they themſelves are but 


Death in 2 Diſguiſe, and bring the Patient's 


Hour along with them. While the Patient breaths 
and Money comes, they are till preſcribing z 


but. when they have ſent the Patient hence, like 
a Rat with a Straw in's Arſe; they'll ſay his 


Body was as rotten as a Pear, and *twas impoſli- 


ble to fave him. Cruel People, that are not 


.contented to take away a Man's Lite, and, like 
the Hangman, be paid when they have done ; 
but muſt perſecute him in the Grave too; and 


blaſt his Honour, to excuſe their Ignorance. 
It were to be wiſh'd that every Phyſician 


.might be obliged to marry ; for it's highly rea- 


"+ 


ſonable, that thoſe Men ſhould beget Children 
to the State, who every day rob the King of ſo 


many of his Subjects. 
I ſhall conclude this eſſay with a ſhort Hi- 


ſtory of Roman Luxury, from its Riſe to 
the Ruin of that Empire. 


O Miſerabiles] quorum Palatum niſi ad precioſes Cibos nom 
excitantur : precioſus autem non eximius Sapor, aut ali- 
gua Faucium dulcede, ſed Raritas & Difficultas parands 
. S E N. de Conſo. 


DOME, under the Government of Kings, 
though ſhe had not riſen to any great Pow- 
er, yet in the reign of the laſt Tarquin, Luxury be- 


ganto be introduced : That Prince, whoſe Boſom 


ſwelled 


L 56 J 
ſwelled with Schemes of Tyranny, projected 
fine Buildings and glorious: Ornaments for his 
capital City, at the ſame time that he intended to 
make his People downright Slaves; which; in a 
great meaſure, he effected. If the Rape of Lu- 
cretia had not given the Friends of Liberty an 
occaſion of changing the Government, in all 
probability the Sons of Targuin would have been 
the laſt Sovereigns of Rome, their Vices would 
have proved contagious, and epidemick Corrup- 
tion would neceſſarily have induced Deſtruction. 
The Spirit and good Senſe of Brutus prevented 


this: He new-modelled the Commonwealth, 


made Patriotiſm the moſt ſhining Virtue, and 
extirpated Luxury, as a Relique of Tyranny. The 
great Men who followed him, purſued exact! 
his Scheme: They ſought nothing in publiel. 
Offices, but the Glory of ſerving their Country: 
Their Dominions were ill ſituated for Tyade, and 
therefore they were obliged to live by Husban- 
dry ; every Patrician had his Eſtate in the Coun- 
try, and, as his Honours and Employments 
 yieldedghim nothing, he was forced to mind 
that, from whence he drew his Support: He 


therefore who in the City was a Stateſman and a 


Soldier, was, in the Country a Farmer: And 
hence it is that Pliny took occaſion to ſay, The 
Larth was er of bearing great Crops, when 
plowed by Conſuls and Dictators; in which he 
could only mean, that the ſame good Senſe which 
rendered them ſo conſpicuous in the Senate and in 
the Field, guided them in the Management of 
their Country Affairs, and taught them alike how 
to make their Eſtates and the Repudlick flouriſh. 
Among People like theſe, Luxury could take no 
root; Men inured to Labour looked not for 
Dainties; Perſons who were to return to tlie 
Plow, thought not of fine Clothes; a Farm- 
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Houſe needed no coſtly Furniture ; and the Pleg- 
fares of a frugal and innocent Life prevented the 


extravagant Deſires of Wealtb and Finer y. 


While theſe Times laſted, the Roman Power 
was continually increaſing, and her Fame grew 
daily more extended than her Power; but in 
Proceſs of Time, when ſhe had ſubdued all her 
Enemies, Luxury ſubdued her. I am indebted for 
this Thought to Pliny, who expreſſes it thus; Pa- 
riterque & Luxuria natà eſt, 88 Carthago ſublata: 

It would be little agreeable to the Extent of 


this Paper, for me to ſhew minutely low Luxury 


prevailed; I chuſe therefore to ſay, with Salluſt 
and with Pliny, that it began to be conſpicuous 
and dangerous after the Ruin of Carthage: The 


former Hiſtorian, ſpeaking of the Corruption of 
Manners which followed that Event, expreſſes 


himſelf thus: From this Period, the Purity of our 
Morals degenerated, not by little and littte, as bere- 
tofore, but Vice ruſhed down as a Torrent, and 
our Youth were ſo leavened with Luxury, and 
Avarice, that they might juſtly be ſtiled a Genera- 


tion of Men incapable either of keeping their own, 


or of ſuffering others to keep theirs in quiet. The 
ſame excellent Writer has given us an admirable 
Picture of increaſing Luxury, in a Fragment of 
the /econd Book of his Hiſtory, ſtill preſerved in 
Macrobius ; it runs thus: 5 OR 

* METELLUS, after a Year's Abſence, 
returning into the farther Spain, was received 
* with mighty Pomp in Places through which 
he paſſed; Multitudes of Men and Women 
flocking to the publick Roads, and running 
* to the Houſe-Tops, to ſee him as he paſſed. 
The Queſtor Caius Umbinus, with ſome others, 
* knowing the Temper of the Man, at a Supper 
© to which they invited him, exceeded all that 
© ever had been done in Feaſting by the Romans, 
* of any other People: _ adorned the _ 

1 Wit 
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with Tapeſtry, with Streamers, and with 
Scenes, as if it had been a Playhouſe ; they 
ſtrewed it with Saffron, as if they had been 
perfuming a Temple. As if all this had not 
been enough, the Image of Yifory was let 
down by a Rope over his Chair, with a Noiſe 
reſembling Thunder; and, having placed a 
Wreath of Victory on his Head, Incenſe was 
burnt before him as to a Deity. He was 
arrayed in a purple Robe, and ſerved with the ; 
moſt delicious Food; for which not only the N 
whole Province had been ranſack ed, but even ; 
Parts beyond the Seas : inſomuch that various 
torts of Fleſh and Fowls, never ſeen nor heard 
of before, were brought from Mauritania. 
Theſe things, however, leſſened his Character 
very much, eſpecially among the elder Sort of 
People, and ſuch who valued themſelves on 
their Integrity, who looked on them as Things 
vain, oſtentations, and unbecoming the Roman 
Grandeur. - But this was only the t Fruits 
of Luxury. n oy 
In ſucceeding Times, exceſſive Drinking be- 
came ſo faſhionable a Vice, that Rules were in- 
troduced for carrying it on regularly, and there 
© it: was at every extraordinary drunken Bout a Mo- 
208 diparater, or a Monarch of the Flaggon, conſti- 
tuted to ſee that every body drank fair: There 
E oj were good Fellows, as Plautus tells us, were 
| wont to boaſt, Ad diurnam Stellam matutinan 
potantes, That the evening Star left them, and 
the morning Star found them, at their Cups. 
Seneca tells us that the Ladies did not give place 
to their Husbands in theſe ſort of Debaucheries; 
they ſat up as lale, they drank as much, they 
uſed Emeticks, as well as they, in order to drink 
afreſh; nor did they refrain from fwallowing 
' Snow to cool their boiling Stomachs. In latter 
| 2 Times, 
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Times, the Emperor Maximinus drank, in a 


Day, an Ampbora of Wine, that is, nine Gallons 
of our Meaſure. cf 

If they drank at ſuch a Rate, they were no 
leſs extravagant in reſpect to the 7/4; out of 
which they drank:  Lcivs Craſſus, the Orator, 
gave for two wrought Cups eight Hundred and ſe- 
ven Pounds Sterling. Sometimes they were cut 
out of Onyx Stones, ſometimes of Mother of 
Pearl, and frequently of richer Materials. Our 
Goblets, (ſays Pliny) are encompaſſed with Pearls, 
and Emeralds adorn our Flaggons; we delight to 
hold the Indies in our -Hands, to provoke us to 


Drunkenneſs, and Gold is now become but an Ac- : 


ceſſary. Well then might they have, as Juvenal 
tells us, praper Perſons at Feaſts to fee that 
no body ſtole what they drank out of. Petro- 


nius, though he is ſaid to have died fo calmly, 


broke a Cup of his which coſt him upwards of two 
thouſand Pounds, that Nero might nor have it 
after his Deceaſe. To ſuch a height of Mad- 


neſs did their Folly riſe in this Particular, that 


Seneca tells us, a Woman of moderate Fortune 
gave twelve hundred Pounds for a cryſtal 
Bowl, — 3 

As to their Exceſſes of Eating, I ſhall take no- 
tice, Firſt, of what they eat on; and, Secondly, 
of the Things they eat. Not only their Veel, 
were of Gold and Silver, but even their Tables: 


Pliny ſays, that one of Citron Wood coſt as much 


as a fair Lord/hip ; and theſe, to make them the 
more coſtly, were ſupported with Ivory Feet: 
Of theſe Tables, coſtly as they were, Seneca had 
no leſs than four Hundred. Pliny ſays, that in 
the Days of Claudius the Emperor, one Dru/#- 
lanus, a Slave of his Treaſurer in the upper Spain, 
had a great Diſh of maſſive Silver, weighing 
five hyndred Pounds, for the making of which a 


I 2 Forge 


; 
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Forge was ſet vp on purpoſe, and he had eight 


more, of fifty Pounds weight a- piece: But | 


this was nothing to Vitellius's Diſh, which was 
worth Decies Seſtertium, a Million of Seſterces 
or upwards of eight thouſand Pounds Sterling. 


At their Meals, they were ſometimes ſerved by 


naked Wenches, and ſometimes in a worſe Man- 
ner: They had their Schools for teaching, not 


only the Art of Cookery, but of Carving. Sueto-' 


uius tells us of Tiberius, that he ſpent two Days 
and a Night in eating and drinking. Vitellius 
feaſted ſometimes three, ſometimes four times in 


a Day, and each of his Meals coſt upwards of 


three thouſand Pounds: How he, and other 
Gluttons like him, could devour at ſuch a rate, 
Seneca ſhall inform you ; for though he lived be- 
fore Vitellins's Reign, yet he knew well the Cuſ- 
roms of that School in which Vilellius was 
brought up, I mean, the beaſtly Court of Nero; 
Vamuit, (lays the Philoſopher) ut edant; edunt, 
ut vomant Epulas, quas toto Orbe conquirunt, nec 
concoguere dignantur. Aſinius Celer paid fix 


thouſand Seſterces for a Mullet, which was a 


fifty Pounds Sterling, Sergius Aurata took his 
Name from the Vi he liked moſt, and is record- 
ed to have been the firſt who ſettled the Prece- 
dency of Lucrine Oyſters. Licinius Craſſus 
mourned for a Lites which he had fatted, 

becauſe it died before the Feaſt ; and Seneca 
tells us a Story on this Subject, chat i is certainly 
well worth the hearing : The Emperor Tiberius 
had a Mullet preſented him, which weighed four 
Pounds and a Half; upon which he ſaid to ſome 
Friends who were with him, IJ will fend this Fiſh 
zo Market, and I'll venture to pronouuce before- 
hand, that either Apicius or Octavius will buy it. 


It happened as the Emperor gueſſed, they both 


| cheapened it, but OZavius bought it for about 
| forty 
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forty Pounds; and great was his Reputation a+ 
mong the Belly-Gods of his Time, for having 
purchaſed a Fiſh the Emperor ſold, and Apicius 
durſt not buy. In the declining Times of the 
2 they eat at a rate one can ſcarce credit; 
theſe are the Words of Capitolinus, ſpeaking of 
Clodius Albinus the Emperor; and then he tells 
us his Breakfaſt, which was five hundred dried 
Figs, The Emperor Maximin eat forty Pounds 
of Fleſh a Day: and to rid our ſelves of ſuch a 
nauſeous Subject, let us juſt mention the Feaſts 
of Heliogabalus, that Prince of Gluttons: He, at 
one Supper, had the Heads of fix hundred Oſtri- 
ches ſet on the Table, merely for their Brains, 
When he was near the Sea, he would never taſte 
Fiſh; and when he was at a diſtance from it 
he made the very country Fellows eat the Mill 
of Pikes and Lampreys : He ſwelled: the Number 
of Courſes to Twenty two z and in a word, if he 
had not been knocked on the head in time, his 
very Table would have ruined the Empire. 


Such was the Progreſs of Luxury among the 
Romans; and exactly as it grew, their Power 
and Reputation decreaſed : When their Conſuls 
lived without State, and their Dictators returned 
to, as well as came from the Plough, Rome be- 
came firſt the Miſtreſs of 1taly, and then of the 
World: But when the Heads of Factions ſought 
to bribe the People by Feaſts and Entertainments, 
her Ruin drew on apace, till it was finiſhed by 
thoſe voracious Emperors who thought all Gran- 
deur conſiſted in Yoluptuouſneſs, and who were 
leſs diſtinguiſhed by their Tiz/es, than abhorred 
for their Yices, Such a Picture of Luxury as 
this, ought to fright us from every thing that 
tends that Way: And for this End I produced 


it. 
FINIS. 


bal = ce 2 BS — — . 


